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2, Sam, vi. 22. Wa I will yet be more vile than thus. 
Adds xxiv. 14. But this I conſeſs unto thee, that after | 

the Way which they call Hereſie, ſo worſhip 1 the God 

of my Fathers 3 helieving all things which are written 
n the Law and the Prophets. 


at his Word: Your Brethren that bares you, that caſt | 


rified * but he ſhall appear to your Joy, and they ſhall 
be aſhamed. 

L iPet, 3 iv. 4, 5. Wherein they think it ſtrange, that you 
run not with them to the ſame Exceſs of Riot, ſpeaking 
Evil of you : Who pan 85 account, &c. 
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in the Poultry, and F. Harriſon at the Exchange; 
an ſold by J. Roberts in Warwick-lane, 1714. 
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you out for my Names ſake, ſaid, Let the Lord be glo- 
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The EPISTLE to the REA DER. 


Reader, 


reaſon of which there comes to be ſo much Ignorance of what is 


| I Preſume thou wilt find but few Books written on this Subject; by. | 


diſcourſed on. To be informed in this Point ſeems very neceſſary ' 


at this Time. Our inſulting Adverſaries are now got upon the higheſt 
Ground, from whence they are daily Diſcharging their Blunderbuſſes 
aàgainſt us; which, tho' not loaden with Ball, and ſo do us no hurt, 
yet their terrible Noiſe u ready to affright back ſome of Chriſt's faint- 
hearted and undiſciplin'd Soldiers ; who hearing this great Sound, ſtand 
amaz d, ſaying, Men, and Brethren, are theſe things ſo ? Being 
concerned to hear the Ways and Peofle of God almoſt every where ſpoken 
againſt, yea railed againſt, I am willing to put to my 
Hand (being ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel) to help to 2 Sam. 6. G. 
bear up the Ark of God, now the Beaſts do thus ſhake it. : 
J am ſenſible, we have in our Company, Men of greater Abilities, and 
Fetter ſcill'd in this military Diſcipline, to rally Chriſt's ſhatter'd For- 
ces, than I am; but the ſtrongeſt Men have not always the beſt Cou- 


rage; theſe will oft ſit at home, and ſpy the ill Conduct of others, 


rather than venture an Encounter. | 

But who can tell, for once, what a Stripling may do in ſo good a 
Cauſe * Who can tell, hut by ſome of thoſe ſmooth Stones Thave choſen, 
I may wound the Heads, or at leaſt ſmite thro' the Joints of the Harneſs 


of thoſe Heaven-daring Goliahs, who are bidding Defiance to the whole 


Armies of the living God? While ſome, even of my Brethren, may be 
7 to ſay to me, as David's eldeſt Brother, x Sam. 7. 28. And 
his Anger was kindled againſt David, and he ſaid, Why cameſt 
thou down hither © And with whom haſt thou left thoſe few Sheep 
in the Wilderneſs ? I know thy Pride, and the Naughtineſs of thine 
Heart. And yet this Man was made the Inſtrument of their Delive- 


rance. Had he been as cowardly as they were, what had became of 


'em all? 

The World knows we have Men among us can ſpeak well, yet many ars 
100 mealy mouth'd to plead in ſuch a Cauſe as this; eſpecially in ſuch 
a Day as this, Net who can juſtly blame any for not helping to pull 
down a Houſe which they may deſign to live in, or at leaſt to take ſhelter 

In, when a ſtommy Day comes. | 

But ſome will ſay, If you are a Man of ſuch Courage, why are you 
afraid to prefix your Name to your Book ? 

T anſwer, If I have conceal d my Name, I have not conceal'd my 
Judgment. But know, 'tis not Fear that hath made me do this, For 
as I do not know of any thing that I have wrote, that may juſtly diſ- 
pleaſe any; ſo neither do I fear ſuch as may be angry without a Cauſe. 
So long as I have Truth on my ſide, I ſhall not fear the Faces of Men. 

He is unworthy the Name of a Chriſtian, much more of a Miniſter of 
Chrift, who can hear the Ways of God ridicul'd, and not open his Mouth 
in Defence of em. 8 A 2 | Nor 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
MMWor is it alway: enough to defend the Truth in our Pulpits. Our 
chief Accuſers will not vouchſafe to give us the hearing there; tho? 
many F ours (poor eaſie Souls) can at Times fit under 1 patiently, 
0 hear the Ways and People of God reviled; and themſelves and dear 
Friends anathematized : For which Sin they muſt anſwer to God one Day. 
But I have concealed my Name, to the End, that the Unworthintſs of 
de Aul bor, may not cauſe Prejudice in the Reader; well knowing, how © 
ens Writings are valued from their Names. If therefore any think 
god to anſwer what I have written, I deſire em not to put the Reader | 
o charge about the want of a Name; but rather ſneak home to tbe 
Mattel that they do know, than to caſt Reflections on him whom they do 
hot know. Let them in mild Terms, as thoſe that contend for the 
ruth, (and not as Men ſtriving for a Party) indeavour to ſet forth the 
Buß in a clearer Light. And if by ſolid Arguments I can ſee my 
Miſtake, I will ſoon retra# what IT have written. I have a Soul to be 
Javed, and hoe T ſhall always be willing to h further enlightened into 
what may tend to its preſent, or future Good. 
never was ſo bigotted to a Party, as only to hear what could be 
9275 by them, or for them : Yea, I have with as much delight read, or 
| Beard what was contrary to my Judgment, as what hath been agreeable | 
| thereto ; to the end, that if I was ina Miſiake, I might thereby be con- I 
Vinced of my Error; or if not, to be the more confirmed in the Truth. 
If therefore I, or any that read, may get any true Light into the Point 
in hand, by this, or any ſolid Anſwer which this may provoke unto, I 
am content. 
Tf #be Diſſenters are as faulty in their ſeparating from the publick 
Worſhip, as they are repreſented, 1 heartily wiſh we may all ſpeedily re- 
turn; but if not faulty, I earneſtly deſire our Accuſers may be convinced, 
before it is too late, of all their hard Speeches againſt us. For as he muſt 
be a wicked Perſon that juſtly falls under a Church's Cenſure ; ſo that 
Church muſt be as wicked, that cenſures any one without a Cauſe. He 
that juſtifies the Wicked, and he that condemns the juſt, even they "Th 
both are Abomination to the LORD, Prov. 17. 15. 0 \ 
Should theſe deſpiſed People be found (after all) to be the People of 
God, and their Way of Worjhip to be the pureſt Worſhip ; how will our 
Accuſers Mouths be ſtopt in the great Day? Chriit takes what is ſpoken 
again his People, as ſpoken again himſelf. I wifh therefore I could 
appeaſe ur noiſie Accuſers, by the Advice of Samaliel, Ads 5. 38, 39. 
And now I ſay unto you, refrain from theſe Men, and let them 
alone; for if this Counſel, or this Work be of Men, it will come 
to nought : But if it is of God, ye cannot overthrow it, leſt hap- 
Ty ye be found even to fight againſt God. 
AI ſhall add, ſball be this: Could I have found any thing publifhed 
on this dul ject that had given me full Satisfaction, it ſpould have pre- 
vented this ; but finding ſome giving away the Cauſe, inſtead of de- 
ending it; others afraid to ſpeak plain; for this Reaſon ] have com- 
Plied with the urgent Requeit of ſome, to publiſy this. Farewel. 
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o Diſſenting Churches 
 ORTHODOX. 


ERESIE and Schiſm have been the common Odiums 
with which the Saints and People of God have been 
branded from Generation to Generation; with the for- 
mer by the Pa pifts, with the latter by ſome nominal Pro- 
teſlants. And. as theſe Charges differ not much the one from the 
other, ſo, if I miſlake' not, our Accuſers differ as little, as the 
things whereof they accuſe us. Scarce ever was there a greater 
Out-cry againit Schiſm than now ; and for ought I know, there 
may be ſome Cauſe ; but that which is more to be bewailed, and 
like to do more Miſchief than even Schiſm it ſelf, is that great Ig- 
norance there ſeems to be among People of all Perſuaſions, of the 
Nature of tne Thing; by reaſon of which, few are able to make a 
right Judgment, whether they are guilty, or not guilty. If ſome 
would forbear their ſcurtilous and unchriſtian like Reflections, and 
inſtead thereof truly ſhew what Schiſm is, perhaps the Offence might 
ceaſe: But to condemn any without a Trial, is contrary to Law 
and Goſpel; and looks as if ſuch raſn Judges were more defirous of 
an Occallon for ſuch a Cenſure, than to prevent it. 
DISSENTERS are ſingled out from all others, as the Butts to 
ſhoot at; nor can Innocency it ſelf defend them from this Charge, 
but right or wrong, Schiſmaticks they muſt be. And, O! that 
damnable Sin of Schiſm ! And yet after all, inſtead of reclaiming 
ſuch as are gone from them, they daily (by this means) loſe more 3 
which gives any rational Man ground to think, that either the Per- 
ſons they exclaim at are not guilty of what is charg'd upon them, 
or elſe that the Means they uſe to reclaim them are very indirect. 
This brings to mind a comical Paſſage, with which I'll divert 
the Reader. A Fool that I well knew, (quite a Natural Fool) was 
4ent by his Father, a little before Harveſt, to a neighbouring Town 
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"with a Basket, to fetch home a Brood of Chickens ; as he was th 
coming through the ſtanding Corn, the Basket not being, cloſe e. 
nough, one of them got out at a Holey and ran into the ſtanding 
Corn; the Fool firſt tried to call it back, but the Chicken liking 
the ſanding Corn better than to be crampt up in a Basket, would 
not come ; the Fool then, to ſhew his Wit, opens the Basket, with 
Relolve to force it in; after it he goes in a great Rage, mean 
while all the reſt got out, and ſo he loſt the whole Brood, and 
came home as wile as he went, They that are not as bad Fools as 
he, know how to apply it. OE Fo L 
But perhaps our Adverſaries care ot whither we run, if they 
can but hereby advance themſelves, as doubtleſs they hope-they 
ſhall, we living in a Day when we call the Proud happy + Yea, They 
that work Wickedneſs, are ſet up, and they that tempt God are even de- 
liver d, as in Mal. 3. 15. And eſpecially, having an Inftance of 
late, of one, who by the ſame means was advanced from the Dung- | choſe 
hill to great Honour. But let ſuch know, tho? we have a ſingle 
| Inſtance of one ſuch advanced by Men; yet we have 
Eſth. 7. 10. a Scripture Inſtance of one hanged on a Gallows Fif- | come 
| ty Cubirs high, who no more deſerved'it than the for- kind 
mer. From which different Event, tis yet doubrful what the End not! 
of ſuch Endeavours will be. Tempora mutantur & nos mutamur in | xunn 
ills. | 8 ! 
So much Time is ſpent by ſome in preaching down, or rather | B. 
crying down Schiſm, that they tcarce have Time to preach againſt | for 1 
other Sins, as if no other Sins would damn but Schiſm. O Schiſm! | Chr 
Schilm ! that dreadful, damnable, and unpardonable Sin of Schiſm! I ſeek 
 Whoring, Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Cc. are but venial Sins, and cou 
meer Peccadiloes, if compared to Schifm, in the Judgment of fome | Det 
Men: And much more Charity they have for, Love to, and Ac- | bes 
quaintance with ſuch as are guilty of theſe, if they will but own the 
' themſelves Sons of the Church, than for thoſe that are departed to 
From them, tho? they have none of thoſe Plague-Spots appearing 


upon them. | 154 
Now when Things are thus, it highly concerns us to enquire in- Scl 
to the Nature of the Thing; that if we are guilty, as they repre- 
ſent us, we may be truly humbled,” and return; if not, that we ma 
may be able to put to rebuke Gain. fayers, or at leaſt, may ſatisff | 
our Conſcience, and be able to give a Reaſon to him that asketh us. a] 
For I cannot but fear, that many of our Diſſenters are as ignorant in 
of the Nature of what they are accuſed, as their Accuſers, by rea- 
fon whereof they come to be affrighted with meer Shadows. 
I ſhall therefore for this once fall in with the Times, and help to 
preach down that damnable Sin of Schiſm: And that I may not ſh 
ſeem to write any thing uſeleſs, or to plow my Ground with other m 
Mens Heifers, I ſhall carefully begin where they have left off. And fr 
therefore, as they have done well in ſhewing the Dreadfulneſs of the I 
Sin, and the heavy Judgments which they muſt expect in this P 
World, and that which is to come, who are juſtly chargeable |} it 
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Herewith ; ſo I ſhall ſay but little of theſe, but-bend my Mind to 


fer forth the Nature of the Thing, in as plain and intelligible: a 


Style as poſſible, that ſo the weakeſt may underſtand it; it being 
or their ſakes that I write this. £40 | 
I cannot well expect herein to pleaſe all Men; no, nor all. my 
difſenting Brethren : For as in the Publick, ſome are High-Church, 
and ſome Low-Church ; fo among our ſelves, we have ſome for a 
total Separation, and we have ſome of a mungrel Kind, that are for 
Occafional Communion : Such are not for going fo far off, but 


chat they may be within Call, if need be. Some have already in- 
treated Favour with others, when they could find none among us: 
And what maternal Affections have they found, while among thoſe 


they have been promoted to ſome little Honour, who by reaſon of 
their weak Abilities, or rather ſcandalous Lives, were juilly grown 
into Contempt where they had been? From whence I lee, tho? 
thoſe from whom we diſſent may ſometime give us a hard Word: 
they have yet ſome little Kindneſs for the very worſt of us. 
The kind Reception of ſome hath been ſo gratefully reſented by 
ſome others, that they will not open their Mouths againſt thoſe 
kind Benefactors; nor by their good Will would they ſuffer others; 
not knowing what occaſion they may have to follow thoſe Fore- 
runners. Nor ſhall I wonder, if I have the firſt Anſwer from ſome 
of thoſe. e ; | 
But we have ſome among us that are Iſraelites indeed, who are 
for walking in a God's Ordinances blameleſs ; ſome that know 
Chriſt's Voice, and will not follow a Stranger, fome that don't 


| ſeek to pleaſe Men, but God. To theſe I chiefly direct my Diſ- 


courſe, as being Diſſenters indeed; not doubting of whatſoever 
Denomination they are, but thoſe that thus love the Truth, will 
be glad to hear it defended : and if I can but be ſerviceable to theſe, 
the reſt will ift for themſelves. The general Heads I ſhall ſpeak 
to ſhall be thele. 


4 1 ſhall lay down ſome Propoſitions touching the Nature of 
Schiſm. TY JE 

II. Shew what a true Goſpel-Chuch is, the departing from which 
may render ſuch guilty of Schilm. 

III. Shew what it is that conſtitutes a Perſon a Member of ſuch 
a particular Church, ſo as that his departing from it, or not hold - 
ing Communion with it, may be Schilm, N 

IV. Shew you under a diſtin& Head what Schiſm is. 


1. Propoſition. All Separation from a Church, or Publick Wor- 
ſhip, is not Schiſm. As tis the Cauſe, not the Puniſhment that 
makes a Martyr ; ſo 'tis either the Purity of the Church we depart 
from, or the manner of our departing, that makes us Schiſmaticks. 
If a Church, to which we do belong, grows Heterodox, and de- 
parts from Goſpe] Rules; or we are enabled to ſee more clearly into 
its Errors, than heretofore; our peaceable departing W 
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| Church, to join with a better, doth nor carry in it the leaſt new th 
of Schiſm. A Church that God is departed from, or rather, ne.. T. 
ver was preſent in, we may depart from without Schiſm. If God en 


is ſo departed from a Church, that we ſee little of his lanctifying 80 
Preſence, and as little of his converting Preſence, tis high time to 


think of removing to another Church, And to be Followers of God St⸗ 
n as dear Children, Eph, 5. 1. And as the living Crea. N. 
Ezek. x. 19. tures and the Wheels went together, ſo we are to Pr 
EL _  . mind the Motion of the Wheels, and when thoſe go VP 
wee muſt go, and hall go, if we are ſpiritually alive. To what end fre 
would we itay in a Church where God is not? What are Ordinan- de! 
ces without God? 8 . Ef 
Tris obſervable, that in the Tabernacle Worſhip of old, the Cloud ch. 


was to them the Tcken of God's Preſence; and 'tis ſaid, Num. 9. 
22,23. Or whether it were Two Days, or a Month, or a Year, that 
#he Cloud tarried upon the Tabernacle, remaining thereon, the Children 
of I racl abode in their Tenis, and journeyed not But when it was taken 
wp, they journeyed. At the Commandment of the LORD they reſted 
zu their Tents, and at the Commandment of the LORD they journeyed : 
They kept the Charge of the LORD at the Commandment of the LORD 
by the Hand of Moles. Note, God's removing from them, carried 
Init the Nature of a Charge, and a Command to them to follow, 
And if this is a Rule, it ſeems high time for us to depart, For 
where is there any Thing like the converting Preſence of God in 
the Church we ſeparate from? I do profeſs I never knew one Soul 
converted there in all my Life, Nay; a Church Parſon told me, pur 
they did not expect any ſuch Thing as Converſion : From Much 4 {%;a 
Church the Lord deliver me. For tho? I deny not but there may the 
be many converted Perſons of that Perſuaſion, and do really hope Ar 
there are, who for want of better Light, or Opportunity to join in fro 
a purer Worſhip, do think themſelves bound to join at preſent #. - 
where they are; yet [I] never was ſo nappy as to hear any parti- Co- 
cular Account given, how, where, or when that Work was wrought) ® 4 
And however ] may beblamed by ſome as uncharitable herein, who be. 
know no other Converſion but from Paganiſm to a Profeſſion of | xhj 
Chriſtianity, or no other Regeneration but what inſeparably doth v. 
attend Baptiſm; yet I preſume, they that experimentally know Th. 
what true and ſaving Converſion is, will have other Thoughts of | Bf; 
me. I do not ſpeak this out of any Prejudice to thoſe I diſſent wh 
from: I ſhall never be aſhamed to own, I more love and value a fai 


good Man that differs from me in ſome things as to Worſnip, than I 2 
do a wicked Man that exactly agrees with me herein, and do abhor Sch 
crying up Parties meerly as Parties; yet I dare not put Darkneſs the 
for Light, nor juſtify the Wicked; and do fear 'tis greatly owing for 
to this daubing with untempered Mortar, that many that remain in Sch 


a carnal State, thjnkthemſelves fo ſecure. The Prophet complains, 
His. 6, 9. The Company of Prices murder in the Way by Conſent ; and by! 
I can't but fear we fre Soul-murdering Prieſts in our Day, who ale 
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the Souls under their Care, and ſo become guilty of their Blood. 


There is a dreadful Curſe denounced againſt ſuchy (which I ſhall 
..endeavour to avoid) Deut. 27. 18. Curſed be be that maketh the Blind 


w wander out of the Way, and alli the People ſhall ſay, Amen. Don't 
we find, that it by any Providence any are awakened about their 
State, the next Thing commonly is, they are gone to the Meetings. 
Nay, is not God as much a Stranger there, as to his comforting 
Preſence ? To talk of the Preſence of God in Ordinances, they look 
upon it as mere Cant. Nay, a great Man among them we diſſent 
from, ſcoffing at the Spiritual Comforts ſome have in Ordinances, 
tells us in his-Book, that a Doſe of Phyſick will produce the ſame 
Effect. How well ſuch Men are acquainted with the Comforts of 
the Spirit, judge ye. Anotker of the publick Miniſters told me, an. 

Nor are we only called by theſe ſecret Whiſpers to ſeparate from 
fach-a Church, but we have poſitive Commands in the Old and New 
Teſtament to ſeparate from ſome, even in Points of Worſhip, back d 
wich ſad Inſtances of God's ſeyere Judgments on ſuch as have not. To 
name ſome few, ſee 1/4. 52. 11, 12. Depart ye, dep#t ye, go ye out from 
thence, touch no unclean Thing, go ye out of the midſt of ber; and adds, 
The LORD will go before you, and the God of Iſrael will be your rere- 
ward. Obſerve, how there is a Promiſe that God would go before 
them, and behind, to guide and protect em. And that it was a 
Separation in point of Worſhip, ſeems evident from theſe Words, 
Be ye clean that bear the Veſſels of the LORD. An Inftance of Judg- 
ments inflicted for not ſeparating, you have, Numb. 10. 26, 32. De- 
part I pray you from the Tents of rheſe wicked Men. And becauſe they 
did not, tis ſaid, v. 32, The Earth opened ber Mouth, and ſwallowed 


them up, and their Houſes, and allthe Men that appertained unto Korah. 


And that this was for not ſeparating in point of Worihip, is clear, 
from v. 9, 10. 1 | BY 7 8 


The New Teſtament is as clear in this Point; 2 Cor. 6.17, 18. 


Come out from among tbem, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith th? LORD, And 
touch no unclean Thing, and I will receive you. And promiſes, I wilt 


be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughters. And that 
this Command of ſeparating was in point of Worſhip, is clear from 


v. 16. And what Agreement hath the Temple of the Lord with Idols 7 
The Example of Judgments for not ſeparating, ſee As 5. 36. For 
before theſe Days, roſe up Theudas, boaſting bimſeif to be ſomebody, 10 
whom 4 number of Men, about Four Hundred, joined themſelves, aud was 
ſlain, and all, as many as obeyed him were ſcattered, and brought to nougbt. 

Thus you ſee, that ſome Separation is Lawful, and ſo cant be 
Schiſm. Nay, ſome Separation is commanded, and fo a Duty. And 


they that will deny what I have been proving under this Head, willy 
for gught I can ſee, bring the whole Nation under the Charge of 
Schiſm; eſpecially thoſe that are our greateſt Accuſers, in ſeparating 
from the Church of Rome z unleſs they can wipe off the Reproach, 
by ſaying, (as I helieve with a ſafe Conſcience they may) that they 
ate not ſo far departed from = Church of Rome, as ſome think they 


are. 
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10 Diſſenters na Sthiſmalicks'; - 

are. I confeſs, I never thought Luther, or his Followers Schifma« 
tick. The Idolatrous, and Superſtitious Worſhip of the Church of 
Rome, will ſufficiently juſtifie from ſuch a Charge. When the Pa- 
pifts have challenged che Proteſtants to prove where there Church 
was hefore Luther, I can't find that ever they have proved they were 


a ſeparate Church, but a true Church in them, as Chaff and Wheat, 


tho of a different Kind, yet both make hut one heap till ſeparated. 
Wu fo unreaſonable, and unſcriptural, is it, for 
Mat. 7.4; 4. any to pretend ta pluck tbe More out of their Brother's 
oe Die, when there is 4 Beam in their amn? Chriſt calls 
fuch Hypoccrites for all their Zeal. How unfair to charge us wich 
Schiſm, in ſeparating from them for great Matters, when they the 
ſelves have ſeparated from others for much ſmaller, and yet think 
themſelves Innocent; yea, when we our ſelves are Witneſſes that 
they are ſo ? 2 | 2 3 12 þ 

- ObjeXion, But here is no Compariſon between us and you: Ours 
was 2 Separation from Popery, yours from Proteſtants. _ 

Anſwer, How far the Compariſon will hold good, I ſhall forbear 
to mention; yet certain it is, from hence, chat ſince all Separation 
is not ſinful, ours ought to be\duly weighed with ſome Grains of Al- 
lowance before it is condemned, or we rejected as reprobate Silver. 

But I further anfwer, I doubt not but in the Church of Rome, 
there is ſomething more Praiſe-worthy, than ſome Things among us 
Px oteſtants. | oe | | 
I am not for crying down, or crying up any Party by the Lump, 
there being ſomething good among all Profeſſors. I hope it will of- 
fend none, to ſay, that ſome of the Prayers of the Church of Rome, 

e better than the Oaths, and horrid Execrations of our prophane 

roteftants, tho' in the mean time, Sons of the Church. Nor do I 
think a Maſs-houſe worſe than a Whore houſe. If then, it is law» 
ful to ſepatate trom the Church of Rome, where there then was, and 
now is ſomething good; methinks it ſnould cauſe thoſe very Perſons 
to be more mild in their Cenſures againſt us, for ſeparating from a 
Church where there is ſo much Evil tolerated ; but theſe, like the 
Eye, can ſce every Thing but it ſelf. | 

But if after all, we muſt ftill be branded as Schiſmaticks, it may 
afford us ſome Comfort under ſo heavy a Charge, to think who our 
Accuſers are, One comforted himſelf, that tho“ ſome ſpake Evil of 
him, yet that they were evil Men that ſpake it. Tis a general Ob- 
ſervationT have made, that if we can but find a publick Miniſter that 
is Orthodox in the Faith, a good Preacher, one that is ſober, and 
juſt in his Dealings, this Man is a Lover of the Diſſenters, and be- 
wails that there is ſuch Cauſe given for their Separation. But if on 
the other hand, we find, (as we eaſily may) one that is a Lover 
ofthis Pleaſures more than a Lover of God, one that preaches poor- 
ly, and lives much worſe than he preaches 3 one that is vox © præ- 
terea nibil, all Voice; one that frequently waſhes his venomous 
Mouth, after he comes out of his Pulpit on a Sabbath-day, with a: 
Pint of Brandy, or a few Bottles of good old Sherry, at a POWs 
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un, or Tavern, this is the Man that brands us with Schiſm; and 
ſeldom doth he ſo much wiſh our Confuſion, as when he is drinking 
nis own. And fince theſe are the Men, and this is the Time, we may 
hope it may not be ſo bad with us as they affirm; and that this 
Charge may rather ariſe from the Delirium of their own intoxica- 
ted Brain, chan any Sin in us. There is a Wo pronounced againſt 
us, when all Men ſpeak well of us, Luke 6. 26. And ſince we muſt 
| have the ill Word of ſome, I think it had as good be the ill Mord of 
EE theſe Men, as of any that have a Tongue in their Heads. Cond we 
but lay the Reins looſe, and run into the ſame Exceſs of Riot, we 
Z* ſhould certainly have a better Word, tho* we ſeldom came at theig 


Place of Worſhip. 


2. Propoſition. A Perſon may continue in a Church, and yet be 
uilty of Schiſm. For as J have ſhewn, a Perſon may departirom 2 
Church, and be innocent; ſo now I am to ſhew, how a Perſon may 
continue in a Church, and ſeem a great Stickler for that Church, 
and yet be far more guilty than he that is totally departed from it. 
"3F' Tis faid, 1. Cor. 12. 26. no Schiſm [is] the Body, not [ from] the 
XX Body. Schiſmis a Rent, but as a Garment may be rent, cho not 
= quite in Twain; ſoa Church may be rent, though the Members 
like a ragged Garment may hang together. If we conſider the Signi- 
XX fication of the Word, and how tis us'd in Scripture, it will give hght 
into the Point in Hand. Saith Leigh, in his Citica Sacra, the Word 
Eich, ſignifies Diſſention or Divition; and indeed, frequently in 
the New Teſtament, what in the Engliſh is render'd Diviſion, is ia 
the Greek Schiſm, 1 Cor. 1. 10. No Droifions among gou, in the Greek, 
aun no U gioud]ay that there may be no Schiſms among you. 
S8o John 7. 4.3. There was a Diviſion. The Word is vil a Schiſm. 
From whence it plainly appears, that where the Members of a 
Church are divided, and of different Minds, they may be guilty of 
Schiſm, tho' they never defign to depart from that Ebnet Now 
a Church may be divided, and of different Minds, two Ways, ei- 
ther as to Practice, or Opinion. | 

1. As to Practice, as when ſome of the Members can allow them- 
*X ſelves in fach ſinful and abominable Practices as the reſt cannot. As 
for inftance, ſuppoſe, when the Miniſter and ſome of the Church 
are met on the Lord's Day, in the publick Worſhip of God, ſome be- 
longing to the ſame Church, ſhould at the ſame time be at a Whore+ 
- R& houſe, or but at an Ale-houle, drinking a Bumper to the Church's 
Health, and utter Confuſion of all ſuch as diſſent from her; is not 
this Schiſm with a Vengeance, and as bad as to be at a Meeting at the 


ſame time ? Or, 5 3 
2. As to Opinion, or Difference in Judgment. Suppoſe, in a 
Church there is a fixed Number of Articles of Faith, be they Thir- 

ty Nine, or Forty, more or leſs, which at firſt all the Church recei- 

= ved, and all the Minifters ſucceſlively afterward have ſworn to, or 
> ſubſcribed 3 ſuppoſe Election from all Eternity, Predeſtination, &. 
were ſome of theſe Articles; and yet after all, theſe are neither be. 
| e 3 2 | lieved, 
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12 Diſſenterę no Sobiſmatick ?: 
| Jieved, not preached by ſome, yea, preached Tun and thoſe 
nemies, who do ⁵⁶ 


depart from which may render ſuch guilty of Schifm, Whether 


Tookt upon by them as that Church's moſt mortal 
Nedfaſtly cleave to em, and conſtantly preach em; is not this 
Schiſm,? For tho? every little Difference in Opinion will not juſtly 


expole to this Charge, where Peace and Purity are maintain'd, yet i 


ſuch as ſtrike at the very Fundamentals of Religion, can't in the 
Judgment of wiſe Men, be lookt upon as Friends to that Church. 
Such different Practices and Opinions in a Church, muſt needs 
be much more injurious to the Welfare of ſuch a Church, and diſ- 
honouring to God, than a peaceable departing from it can be ſup- 
1 poſed to be, in the Judgment of all, but ſuch as the 
2 Cor. 4. 4. God of this World hath blinded, and Sin hath ſtupi- 
fied. It would be far better for ſuch a Church to 
have ſuch Members ſeparated at the greateſt Diſtance from it, ra- 


ther than to remain in it; for thoſe may cry up their excellent 


Conſtitution, till they have made themſelves hoarſe, yet they take 
wr. ag way to ruin it; for ſaith Chriſt, Mat. 12. 25. Every City, 
or Houſe, divided againſt it ſelf, ſball not ſtand. 

have often wonder'd what makes ſuch Perſons cry up a Church, 
and eſpecially to make rhe greateſt Noiſe for it, who either come 
ſo little at it, or whoſe Walk is ſo injurious to it, and who in Faith 
and Practice differ ſo much from it. And I conceive, the moſt 


likely Reaſon, why they admire it, and yer are ſuch a Diſcredit ta 


it, is, becauſe of its Mildneſs, and Gemtleneſs to them, in ſuffer- 
ing luch ſcandalous Members as they are to remain in it; and that 
the Church is ſo charitable, as not to cenſure them, becauſe they 
happen to be drunk two or three Times in a Week; nor to debar 
them from the Lord's Supper upon the account of ſuch human Fail- 
ings; and finding no Church like minded, they conclude this is the 
only Church for them ; and really who can blame them ? one good 
Turn deferves another. It would be ſtrange to ſee a diſobedient 
Child to fly in the Face of the Parent that never controul'd the 
Child, and eſpecially ſo to do, becauſe the Parent was ſo gentle. 
Or, if any other Reaſon can be aſſign'd; why ſuch as are ſo far 
departed from the Faith of a Church , ſhould yer ſo much cry'up 


and admire that Church, it may be on the account of the Profits and 


Advantage they reap from that Church, having undoubted Ground 
to conclude, that if that Conſtitution was ſubverted, the World 
would not produce another, in which they would be honoured with 
ſuch Titles, and enriched with ſuch Benefices, eſpecially, unleſs 
their Lives were Reformed, which there is little ground to hope 
ever will. | | ; 

From al] which it appears, how a Perſon may remain in a Church, 
and be guilty of Schiſm, while he that departs from the ſame, may 
be innocent: By comparing of which, you may lee, who are moſt 
guilty, the Diſſenters, or their Accuſers. 4 | 


II General Head, is, To ſhew what a true Goſpel-Church is, to 
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or, diſſenting Churches Orthodox: Yo 
tat may be called a Church, which is defective in great meaſure, 
es be may be call'd a Man, that wants Eyes to ſee, or Feet to walk, 
Xt this or Hands to work, I ſhall not now determine; but ſhall [peak of 
tuch a Church as we may lawfully join with, or cannot depart 
d, jet rom, without being guilty of Schiſm. For I am hard to believe, 


in the hat ever God will charge it on any as Schiſm, to leave a Church 
uch, rhas is corrupt, to join with one more pute, tho“ as yet not wholly 
needs without Spot or Wrinkle ; and if God will not, Men ought not. 
id dil- BE If we have a Garment to make that is coſtly, we take care to get 


8 


e ſup- a good Workman to make it, and are not willing to have it ſpoil'd 


1 


as the "by a Bungler. If we are ſick, eſpecially have any dangerous Di- 
ſtupi- emper, we are careful to get a ſkilful Phyſician, left he kill us, 
nſtead of curing us. If we are to remove our Habitation, we en- 
ZHuire whether the Air is wholſome, and good, and ſuitable to our 
*Conftitution. If we go into the Market to buy Food, we ate care - 
Ful to chuſe the beſt, and that which is ſound, and will nouriſh us. 
ea, if we want but a Servant to do our meaneſt Work, we are 
—Sareful to chuſe one that is ſkilful and faithful, and neither {hoze 
or Thief. And can they be juſtly blamed, who take as much 
are of the Sou), as they do of the Body? As the Body is more 
an Raiment, fo the Soul is more than both: The Edification and 
Palvation of our Souls, are the greateſt Concerns we have in this 
World, however lighted and diſregarded by many. And yet tis 
be great Unhappineſs of many, they have no Liberty to make 
Fnoice of an able and faithful Miniſter, for the good of their pre- 
2 they zious and immortal Souls, without expoſing themſelves tothe 
Pharge of Schiſm; which rather than ſome ignorant, yet well 
meaning People, will do, conttary to their Intereſt and Conſcience, 


is the ed on Huſks all their Days. : | 
good Many live in Pariſhes where their Parſons are notoriouſly wio- 
edient ed; Swearers, Drunkards, Sc. and tho they abominate ſuch 
d the Practices, yet can by no means reform them, nor help themſelves, 
tle. put are forced to remain, even as Sheep not Ba- | > 
ſo far | Wing a Shepherd, They are put into the Living by Maik 6. 34e 


ry up | 5 7 ch and ſuch Patrons, and let them get them out 
ts and phat can. Nay, perhaps they have bought them, and ſo can no 


round ore be depriv'd of them than of their Free Land, however vici- 


Vorld pus in their Lives, or unſound in their Doctrine. *Tis owing in 
with great meaſure to this, that there are ſo many Diſſenters 3 nor will 

unleſs here (I hope) be ever fewer, fo long as thoſe groſs Abominations 
hope 0 remain. If the Governours and Rulers of ſuch a Church would 


put (inſtead of falling ſo foully on us for diſſenting) : | 


urch, mitate Chriſt, and by a ſmall Scourge drive thoſe John 2. 15. 
may IWvuyers and Sellers out of their Synagogues, whoſe © | 
moſt _Wilthy Feet have ſo defiled them, they would do that which would 


end more to the Honour of God, and that Church, and for the re- 

Aucing ſuch as are departed from it, than all their loud and repeat- 

is, to d Anathema's againſt us as Schiſmaticks can do; for we are not 
erher Wally ſcared with Words.“ Bans * BD 
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that a Hood don't make a Monk, nor a Gown a Miniſter. They > 


the Right. They don't approve of blind Seers : And if any Diſſen. 
ters are otherwiſe minded, I diſſent from thoſe Diſſenters, and look N 


14 Diſſenters no Schiſmatickͤ > | 
The Difſenters (as great Fools as they are eſteemd by ſome) hae me 
yet ſo much Senſe as to know, that Cuculla non facit Monacbun. 


know a Wall, tho? it be whited, and can fometimes difcern tie 
r 
lo much mind what Garment he wears, as they do what manner of s; 
Life he lives, and what Doctrine he preaches. They love w be 
under the Guidance of one that will go with them, yea, go before 
them, and not turn to the Left Hand, while they bid them turn to 


vpon em as no Credit to our Cauſe. 5%" eee 
I come therefore to ſhe w, what a Goſpel. Church is; and this] 4 


22 


Jhall ſhe w; Firſt, Negatiuely: Secondly, Nfftively. 


1. Negatively, Not a material Building of Wood and Stone, # Rom 
Thouſands Cry up, the Church! the Church! and underſtand no- in 
thing elſe by the Church but the Place of Worſhip, The very Owls Ind 
and Jackdaws, may be as truly ſaid to belong to ſuch a Church, 2. 
they. T have really that Opinion of the Preachers in thoſe Places,” k. 


ent for Worſhip, yet by no means are theſe to be called Goſpel: |; © 
Churches, it being that which the Scripture knows nothing of. 94 I/t. 
But I will fuppoſè (tho' nat grant) that by ä MI yhere 

LE | us 1. 


2 


= or, : diſſenting Churches Orthodox. tg 


me) hays N 5 me Texts, we may underſtand it of the Place of Worſhip, yet this ; 
ſonachun, Fakes nothing againſt us, but uch for us, ſince we are certain 
r. They e Word is as applicable to our Meeting - Houſes as to their Hign 


ſcern the Mfaces, if not more: For tis evident that both Chriſt and his A- 


7 N 


hey don't Poſtles preached in dwelling Houſes, or any other convenient Pla- 
Tanner of es ; but let them prove if they can, that in every Place where 
ve u Whey came, they preached in ſuch Places as the Mob now call 
30 before ¶hurches; there being none ſuch then erected in moſt Places. Now 
n turn to RF theſe Places were Churches, our Meeting-Houſes muſt be fo too 3 
7 Diſſen- Wind conſequently it muſt be as much Schiſm for others to ſeparate 
and look om us, as it can be for us on that Account to ſeparate from them; 

a ſo much the more, by how much the liker our Places of Wor- 


nd this | ip are to the Places where Chriſt and his Apoſtles preached. - 80 
| at the Argument ought to be formed thus, They that diſſent 
} Stone. om ſych Places as Chriſt and his Apoſtles moſt frequently preach- 
tand no- in, are Schiſmaticks, but they we diſſent from, do diſſent from 
ry Owls! Ind even contemn) ſuch Places; Ergo, they are the Schilmaticks. 
arch, a 2. Pyſtively. To ſhew what a Goſpel-Church is. And this muſt 
Places known by the Marks or Notes of a Church. And here I fhall 
1k meet: t trouble you with what the Papiſts make Notes of a true Church, 
ſtake of t ſuch as I think all true Proteſtants are agreed in, even Confor- 
an ever iſts as well as Non-conformiſts. 1. Pure Preaching the. Word- 

for any Due Adminiſtration of the Seals of Baptiſm and the Lord's Sup- 


[ r. 3. The regular Uſe of Diſcipline. ' It would be tedious ta 
ea of i ote the Authors that are of this mind, Some indeed think, the 
may be left out, as being comprehended under the former, orf 
lo thin Aue Adminiſtration of the Seals. | 
Miſtake, Now where any of thoſe are wanting, it can be no Schiſm to de- 
e it any rt from ſuch a Church; nay, I think it may be queſtion'd, whe- 
vas all ; Mer that can or ought to be called a Church, that is wanting in 
1s Non le, or any of thoſe Eſſentials of a Goſpel- Church. But ſuppoſe 
UAnoia is; yet as a Houſe may be a Houſe, tho" ſo decay'd and out of 
in find) pair, that a Man cannot live in it without manifeſt Hazard of his: 


and 11- fe, and ſo ought, for Self-preſervation, to [eek out for a ſafer 
hriſt i welling; ſo, a Church may be call'd a Church (perhaps) which 
3, Was lo deviated from the Apoſtolical Pattern, that it may not be con- 
3g their Alte nt with true Wiſdom, or Safety to our Souls, to continue lon- 
d, Ah rin it; eſpecially when one far better is at hand to be had. For 
hat did pul- concern is ſo exceeding great, that we ought not to venture 
d-] ere one may poſſibly be ſaved, but to walk where there is the 


be ſure ast Danger of being loſt. And thoſe that love to ſail among 
h, Ah Nocks, let 'em be aware of ſplitting at laſt. The Way to Heaven 
to the narrow at beſt, we had not need to make it yet narrower. & 
urch) ncere Soul finds the beſt of Preaching, the beſt Praying, and the 
10 ſuch | "Hoſt Company, all little enough to help him forward. I come 
Mnveni- | erefore now to ſpeak more particularly to the forenamed Notes 
Zoſpel - a true Church. 9 ike 55 i | 
ing of. /f. Note, Is the faithful and pure Preaching of the Word: And 
chin Where this is not, there ean be no true Church, The Churchesfare 
{ome 4 3s | called 


” TY 


16 _+ Diſſenters'no Schiſmaticks ; 


called Candleſticks, -becauſe from them the glorious Light of Gor, fu 
pel Truth is to ſhine forth; and they are Golden Candleſticks tod. 
not Wood, to denote their Purity, And if the Truth, as it is in © 
Jeſus, is not maintain'd, we muſt expect, that tither Chriſt will! Pe 
remove ſuch Candleſticks, or walk no mote among em. As God W. 
is a God of Truth, fo he will not own any as his Churches, who of 
do not hold the Truth; it being one End of his inſtituting Church. ..- 
es, that the Goſpel might be preached therein for the Converſion | Tr 
of Sinners, and Edification of Saints; as is plain from Eph. 4. 11, if 
12, 13. And he gave ſome Apoſiles, and ſome Prophets and Evangeliſt: p< 
and ſome Paſtors and Teachers; for the perfecting of the Saints, r thi 
the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of Chrit, til | Go 
we all come in the Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son | br: 


9 God. Hence the Apoſtle exhorts Titus to avoid falſe Do#rine 


itus 2. 7, 8. So 1 Tim. 4. 16. Take heed unto thy ſelf, ang uni of 
zhy Doctrine. As Chriſt is the great Prophet of his Church, fo W it! 
are to preach up his Laws without making any of our own. Hene act 
the Church of God is ſaid to be the Pillar and Ground of Truth, wi 
Tim. 3. 15. So Eph. 2. 20. And are built upon the Foundation 75 Pre 
the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner. m 
ſtone. So that you ſee Goſpel- Truth is the very Foundation of be 
Churen. 5 | his 
The Church of Rome is very corrupt in Doctrine; they hold £2. 
Tranſubſtantiation, Human- Satisfaction; they pray to Saints, G T. 
for which Cauſe we ſeparate from 'em; and by the ſame Rule Ve! 
ought to ſeparate from all others who have forſaken the Truth, no 
Chriſt commands, Mark 4. 24. Take heed what ye hear. There is m 
no Church, I confeſs, tho? never ſo erroneous, but pretend i 5 


maintain and defend the Truth. The Papiſts have put even Prot. 
ftants to Death as Hereticks. The French call their King the Mof an 
Chriſtian King. Others have as high an Opinion that they are n 
the Truth; and *tis to be ſuppoſed, Men would not make ſuch? 
Profeſſion, unleſs they did think themſelves in the right W ble 
But as Truth is but one, and it is impoſſible for ſuch as really diffa . 
in their Sentiments to be all ſound in the Faith; ſo this ſhoull Tri 
make us look the more carefully to our own Principles, and ro be h 
the more tender in cenſuring all that may differ from us. Too ma) * 
take Things upon Truſt, and rather believe Things to be true, be. Th 
cauſe the Church to which they belong believes them, than be an 
cauſe the Word of God will prove them; and ſo ſometimes hap- M 
pen on the Truth by chance. Saith Chriſt, John 5. 29. Search tht 1 f V 
Scriptures and they are they which teſtiſie of me. It was the Com ire 
mendation of thoſe noble Bereans, Acts x7. I x. that they ſearched F * I 
zhe Scripture daily, whether thoſe Things were ſo. = * 
Many, inſtead of preaching Chriſt and the Doctrine of Free- 50 

4 Grace, ſpend molt of their Time in Railing againſt thoſe that differ 1 ha 
| from them, and crying up their own Conſtitution, like thoſe Idola- IM 522 
1 ters, Acts 19. 24 to 28. They cried, Great was Diana, becauſe they | by 
Ei liv'd by making her Silver Shrines, + *Tis eaſie to ſee what N 5 
1 . uch 
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ſuch. Men are led by, and what Principle they act from. 

| ome, and thoſe generally the ſame, who diſ- 
own ſome of their own Articles; calling them rather Articles of 
Peace, than Articles of Faith. If thoſe Articles were not true, 


As Goa h did they ſubſcribe to them ? If true, why do they diſown any 
r 7.0007: | FTC 


Church- 


Mnverſion| 
5. 4. | 1 I; 


angeliſt;, 
nts, for 


brift, til 


Let me add; when our Divines make the Preaching of the 
Truth 2 Note of a true Church, we can ſcarce underſtand em, as 
if they meant any Truths, bur the moſt weighty Truths of the Goſ- 
del; for the Devil himſelf hath own'd ſome Truths, tho? the Fa- 

Ci er of Lies, Luke 4. 34. I know thee, who thou art, the holy Ons of 

God. I can ſcarce believe there is a Church on Earth; but doth em- 


brace ſome Truths. 


55 Should a Miniſter 755 moſt of his Time in proving the Being 
ang 10 of 4 God, or that the World was created, and not Eternal; ard thar 
h. fo we it is the Heavens and not the Earth that moves: Could he ſue w ex- 
Hense aActly how high Babel was before the Builders were confounded, or 


F Truth, 
dation of | 
be a true Church. Yea, I will ſuppoſe him to make up the teſt of 


his Time in preaching up Moral Duties; as, to wrong no Man, 
co pay every Man his Due; for tho' theſe are true, yet they are ſuch 
Trutns, as the very Heathens have believed and practiſed, who ne- 
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what the Locuſts and wild Honey were that John did eat: Could he 
prove exactly how long Goliabs Sword was, Cc. tho* theſe Things 
might chance to be true, yet thefe alone will ſcarce prove that to 


ver knew what was neceſſary to be known to Salvation; and ſo can- 


not be an iofallible Mark of a true Church. Therefore, when they 


make the Preaching of Truth a Mark of a true Church, they doubtleſs 
mean ſuch Truths as are neceſſary to Salvation; ſuch as Free Ju- 
& ſtification by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the Neceſſity of Faith 
and Holineſs ; and that tis by the Spirit's free and powerful A- 
Zgency that we do theſe; that we endeavour to let every Man know 


& 


e ſuch! che Plague of his own Heart, his Need of Chriſt, and his miſera- 


ble and undonè State without him. | 
= Yea further, I will ſuppoſe, that ſuch as make the Preaching of 
Truth to be a Note of a true Church, do underſtand, not only that 
= the Truths preached are weighty, but that they are preached indeed, 


and not only tranſcribed oar of Authors: Or that the Heaters 


& mould be limitted to a certain and ſmall Number of Sermons. 
This is to deal by Men worſe than Children, who are always ſuf- 
= fer'd to take out of their Leſſon, when they have got it by heart, 
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= Muſt Prayer and Preaching both be turned into Forms? I cannot 


e Com ſee how the Reading a Sermon over in a Pulpit, ſtolen out of o- 
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of Free- 
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ſuch | 


ther Mens Works; can be called Preachiog. _ 
I know a Gentleman, a Londoner, that was wont once a Year to 
go into the Country to ſee ſome Friends, if I miſlake not, at Whit- 
Juntide; and for ſome Years together heard the Miniſter always on 
that Text, Prov, 24. 30, 31. I went by the Field of the Slothful, and 
by the Vineyard of the Man woid of Underſtanding, and lo it was all 
&r0mn oper with Thorns, The LE 23 perceiving the Text to - 
| £ 


112.,ñ.ỹü ů ] 
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18 Diſenterr no Srbiſmatier; 


(o weighty and copious, concluded he had been upon it fever in 
. Years 3 till he enquired of his Friends, who told bim it fell in al- th 
ways on that Day in courſe. Thus as a blind Horſe in a Mill goes be 


his Rounds, and never goes out of his Path; ſo do ſome Men in di 
their Difcourſes, for I dare not call i Peach Ae ebe 


Ch, ſure 1 
muſt needs be ſhort-ſighted, that are thus ſtraitned for Matter, Kb 


when God's Commands are ſo exceeding broad. How igvorant muſt 0 
uch Hearers be of many Divine ' Truths ? But, poor Souls ! they e 
don't deſiſe too much Preaching ; they are like People, like Prieſts ; Ja 
. they love to have the Parſon ſtand to his Text, and not yenture tdo "Ti 
Far Into new Matter, leſt ſomething at one time or other ſhould 

happen to touch their guilty Conſciences. Saith Chriſt, Mat. 15. 
14. Let them alone, they be blind Leaders of the Blind; and if the 7 © 
- Blind lead the Blind, both Hall fall into the Ditch. _, . © -. 
I Togive ſome Men their Due, 1 muſt own them to be well a- 
dorned with Human Literature, Men of excellent Parts and great 

Learning; yet, I think they have the leaſt Occaſion, for it, and make 
the leaſt /Uſe of it, of any Men of that honourable Function unde 
Heaven. It ſeems pity to fpend ſo. much Time and Money, to ac- | 
quite ſucha Meaſure of Learning, and after all, to make but little 


* 
3 
8 


better Uſe of it, than to tranſcribe an Exgliſi Author, or now and 

' ; 6 1 - . g 8 " k and 
then to rack their Wats to make a Diſcouiſe on ſome Occaſion, 
. when they can't find one ready compos'd that has Venom enough 
. Jn it. Let theſe no more blame Men for entring into the Miniſtry #5 


24 Note of a true Church, is the due Adminiſtration of the 
Seals of the Covenant, Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper; where 
theſe are wanting, or unduly adminiſtred, it can be no Schiſm ta 
depart from that Church, to go to one where they are. 1 
1. Baptiſm. I don't deſign to enlarge on this, it being a con- 
| troverted Point; but this I'll venture. to ſay, (and if any diſlike it, 
lf let them attribute it to my Weakneſs, When they have confuted it) 

I never yet could ſee how all the Children born in this Nation could 
1 have a Right to that Ordinance. All Right to that Ordinance 

Fel muſt be either Perſonal, or Parental. A Perſonal Right (I con- 
5 ceive) is that which ariſes from our Relation to Chriſt, and Co- 
venant-Intereit in him; and for any to partake of this Ordinance, 
who are adult, without this, is but ljkeſealing a Blank Bond. Now 
this perſonal Right may be known, either by a viſible holy Con- 
vVeilation,, or by a verbal Declaration of'a Work of Grace wrought | 


with little or no Learning, for the Difference between not having ce: 
1 and not ufing it, ſeems not much to me, except in this, the latter 4 iſe! 
190 will have the more dreadful Account to give. For tis ſaid, Luke |! Ren 
[| 12. 47. Aad that Servant that knew his Lord's Will, and prepared not, on 
it himſelf neither did according to his Will, ſhall be heaten with many Stripes. Ho! 
4 Nothing can encourage unlearned Men more to preach than this. ref 
1 Scarce ever did I know any undertake that Work, but were able to Kher 
if do thus much; tho'I am perſwaded' many of them have no need p 
I do 1 Wadeck WANT 4 „ E pPare 
[1 of it, and have more Honeſty in them than to be guilty of ſuch no \ has 
it torious Book- theft. 9 5 „ B 
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zn us. But Infants being uncapable of both, cannot come in upon 
this Claim. A Parental Right, is that which ariſes from our being 
born of Parents, one of which, at leaſt, hath a perſonal Right 
himſelf: Nil dat quod in ſe non habet. God made the Promiſe to 
believing Abraham, and to His Seed; and the Apollle tells us, if 
we are Chriſt's, then are we Abraham's Seed, and Heirs according 
to Promiſe. And ſaith . the Apoſile,. 1 Cor. 7. 14. For the unbe- 

lieving Husband is Jae the Wife, and the unbelieving Wife s 
= /an#ified by the Husband; elſe were your Children unclean, hut now 
are they Beh. From whence it appears, that where both the Pa- 

rents are notoriouſly wicked, as is too often to be ſeen, thoſe Chil- 
aren can have no more Right to Baptiſm upon their Parents account: 
than the Children of Heathens. | | 
But ſome may object, that all the Few//: Children were circum- 
cẽiſed, and no doubt but many of em had wicked Parents; and if ſo, 


. 


= why may not the Children of wicked Parents as well be baptized ? 


| gooſe Jo which Ianſwer: May we not as well argue thus? Zipporab 


1 under | 


to ac- 


it little 


circumciſed a Child, ergo Women may baptize. Let us ſuppoſe 


ſome Children of ungodly Parents circumciſed, yet it will not 


follow, that ſuch ought to be baptized. If ſuch were circumciſed, 


3 
: 1 


without a Command, it was ſinful inthem that circumciſed them, 


OW and and ſo no Precedent to us. But ſuppoſe they were circumciſed 
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purſuant to a Divine Command; yet it doth not follow, that all 
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Cnildren ought now to be baptiz d. The Church was then in its 


= Infancy, but is now come to greater Maturity, Several Things 
= were practiſed under that Diſpenſation, which are laid aſide as 
ulſeleſs under our Goſpel Day. They had their Sacrifices of {lain 
Heaſts, but we have none; they had a High Prieſt, but we have 
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none; and why is it? But becauſe the New Teſtament requires 
no ſuch thing. So as to the Point in hand, as we are under a new 
Teſtament Diſpenſation, ſo we are to walk by the Rules thereof. If 
therefore we find therein (as I have ſhewn) that where both the 
FpParents are Unbelie 3 Whar 
has any one to do to call them clean? : 
But may ſome ſay, we ſupply that Defect by Godfathers and 
- ZGodmothers. To which I anſwer, theſe being no Parents, can ne- 
ver convey a Parental Right, be they never ſo good. But com mon- 
ly tis to be obſerv'd, that the ſtanding Goſſips in Pariſhes are the 
vaineſt Perſons, and ſuch as can convey no Right to that Ordinance 
to their own Children, much leſs can they conyey a Right to others. 
But ſuppoſe them to be holy, yet who call'd them to that Work? 
Is this of God or from Men? That which has no Divine Com- 
mand for it, will ſcarce have a Divine Bleſſing attend it. I won- 
der how any dare to engage for another, that he ſhall forſake the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. What is this, but to mock 
Jod, to promile that for others, which they cannot perform for 
themſelves; and more ſtrange, that ſuch as pretend to be Guides, 


vers, there the Children are unclean 


7 


. Now VF ſhould ſuffer this. As for the Goſſips, poor igno- 
Con. rant Souls, they know not what they % ; but for IIa. 3. T2. 
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ſuch as' lead em, thus to cauſe them to err, is dreadful. 
Sure thoſe” Sureties have either low. Thoughts of what they pro- 


miſe, or high Thoughts of their own Abilities to ae both. 


This threefold Promiſe they think perform'd, when the Children 
come to learn the Creed, the Lord's Frayet, and Ten Commandments, | 
From whence it appears what Thoughts they had of what they | 


ſolemnly promiſed. What, is this to forſake the World, the Fleſh, 
and the D | 


Tune. The Papiſts have reckoned Confirmation among their Se. 
ven Sacraments, but where do we read of ſuch 2diſtin& Ordinance 
in the New Teſtament? I well know that we read of confirming the 
Souls of the Diſciples, Acts 14. 22. and of confirming the Churches, 
Ads 15. 4r. but that this was done by a ſhort Form of Words in 
the Nature of a Charm, I am yet to learn. It ſeems evident, this 


was done by preaching the Goſpel. But ſuppoſe, tho* by no means 
to grant, that the Apoſtles did this as a diſtin Qgdinance, yet ho, 
milerably do theſe miſs the Mark, as to the Subject. For while 
they only confirmed Diſciples, and Church-Members, and who, no 
doubt, did walk ſuitably thereunto ; theſe uſually confirm the ve- 
ry/worſt in the Pariſhes. Many J have known confirm'd thus in- 
dg ed, but it has been in Sin and Wickedneſs. Til conclude this z/ 
with the Words of Huſſe, as quoted by Dr. Fillet in his Syn. = 
Pap. p. 818. Brevis © levis Confirmatio Epiſcoporum cum Ritihus - 


Jemnizata, eſt 4 Diabolo introducta : That light and brief Confirma- 


gion of Biſhops, with its Rights, as it is ſolemnized, is introduc'd | 

by the Devil. But ſome may'fay, he means Romiſþ Biſhops : Sup- 
ole it ſo, yet how the ſame Thing can be of God among Prote- 

Rants, Which is of the Devil among Papilts, I confeſs I am at 2 a 


2d. Seal is the Lord's Supper: Chrift will have or 
nevi 


loſs to know. 


x Cor. rx. 26, this Ordinance kept up in his Churches till be 
comes; and as he will have this Ordinance perpe- 


tuated, ſo he hath given us Rules to know to whom it is to be ad- 
miniſtred ; and hath told us, Mat. 15. 26. Ii not meet to take the 
Childrens Bread, and caſt it to Dogs, Yea, and expreſſy commands, 


Mat, 7. 6. Give not that which is holy unto the Dogs. And the Apo. 


file backs this, and tells us, 1 Cor 10. 21. Te cannot drink the Cup o 
the Lord, and the Cup Devils? Ne cannot be Partakers of the Lord's 
Table, and of the Table of Devils. But, if after all, a Church will 


be lo wicked as to receive all Comers, yea, to compel all from 16 


to 60 to come to that Ordinance, none can juſtly blame ſuch as are 


Saints indeed, for departing from ſuch a Church. *Tis doubtiels | 
the Duty and Property of a Goſpel-Church, to do all ſhe can to is 
promote the Honour of Chriſt, but what greater Affront and Indig-. 


nity can be offered to Chriit, than to admit common Drunkards, 


Swearers, Cc. to be meet Gueſs with him. This is much worſe 


een 
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evil ! O eaſy Way to Heaven! But perhaps you'll ſay, 
that is not all, for they are moreover to bring them to be Biſhopt, 
as they call it, or confirm'd, which is the ſecond Part to the ſame 


© £7 


ddful. 


or, diſſenring Churches Orthodox, 4 


| eve Chtift to be the prothiſed Meſſiah ; but theſe ſeem to have 


ſuch an high Eſteem for him, that no ſooner they hear the Sound 


of his Naine, but in Cobjundtion with thoſe ſubterrancous Spirits, 


n they bow the Knee; and yet after all, admit of many fuch to be 


ments, Gueſs with him at his Table, whoſe Sins are of ns leſs Dye than 
t they choſe Thieves that hung upon the Croſs. And what 
Fleſh | is this, but to murder Souls, to ſuffer ſuch to come Hoſ. 5. 10. 
1 ſay, to that Ordinance, as have no diſcerning of the x Cor.11.29 
ſhopr, Lord's Body, and ſo eat and drink Damnation to Mark 11.17 
fame” IF themſelves. This is to make the Houſe of God a 8 

ir Se. Den of Robbers. Thus the Table of the Lord is made contemp- 
inance tible and polluted, Mal. 1. 122 3 
ing the |} But ſome may ſay, the Apoſtle exhorts to examine our ſelves, and 
eber, ſo to eat, Cc. We exhort to this, and if Perſons are ſatisfied as to 
rds in their own Fitneſs, what have we to do to exclude them? To this 


1 * N 
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= | Sorrow, I am to judge him a Sinner. The. Tree 16 


I anſwer, That Self. Examination is neceſſary, I grant; but thar 
tis is all that is neceſſary, I boldly deny. Examination is a dif- 
= ficult Work, and calls for, more Light than the Generality of Men 


ile bave. You may as well ſeta blind Man to judge of Colours, as 
to ſet an ignorant carnal Man to judge of his State. Solomon tells 


wt 


us, Prov. 16. 2. All the Ways of a Man are clean in his own Eyes. 
So, Prov. 16. 25. There-is a Way that ſeemeth right unto a Man, but 
ße End thereof are the Pays of Death. Thus you ſee how apt Men 
are to miſtake,and to make themſelves rich when they have nothing. 
Under the Law, if there was a Suſpicion of the Leproſie, the 
Prieſt was to look on him, and to determine the Matter, as in 
Lev. 13. at large. If the Prieſt pronounced him unclean, he was 
to be excluded the Camp; if he pronounced him clean, he was 
to continue in the Camp among his Brethren. And look, as the 
Leper was not to judge of his own Cleanneſs, but the Prieſt; ſo 
under the Goſpel], Souls are not to be ſole Judges of themſelves, in 
order to a Communion with a Church. Let a Man think himſelf 
never ſo clean, yet if the Miniſter and Church ſee his Plague- 
{> ſpots, they ought to pronounce him unclean, and ſhut him out of 
their Camp, and not be impos'd upon, left others are infected by 


CE 


oF) him. The Admiſſion of ſuch ſcandalous Members tends not only 


to the Ruin of ſuch Members, but to the Ruin of _ | 

the whole Community. How can two walk together Amos 3. 3. 
except they be agreed? Taking in wicked Members is 
the way to drive out them that are good; and then wHYE will the 
End of ſuch a Church be? | | & ae 
lome may further plead, that tho? Perſons have been drunk 


a ” 


two or three Times in a Week, yet they in Charity hope that on 


| \Þ Saturday at Night they may have repented. To this I anſwer, 
? | | This wild Charity has undone Thouſands. We are not to go upon 
3 


meer Poſlibilities, what may be, but as near as can be, upon Cer- 
taint ies, what is. If I ſee a Perſon live in Sin, and ſee no Signs of 
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tor as a Church may think her ſelf ſound and pure, when ſhe is not, 


18 in Scripture for ſuch Charity. To. be charitable is to do 
good, but this is to do Miſchief, therefore no Charity. It would be a 
thouſand Times more like true Charity to undeceive ſuch Souls, and 
inſtead of giving them the Sacrament, to give a ſound Reproof for 
prefuming tocroud in among the Gueſs in their filthy Garments. 
Now it can never be Schiſm to depart from à Church, if ſuch 


intolerable Diſorders as theſe are conniv'd at. If ſuch as call 


rhemſelves a Church, have no Power to keep out ſcandatous Mem- 
bers becauſe they think themſelves fit, I can't ſee how any Room is 
left in ſuch a Church for any Cenſures in that Church. For if the 
Perſon was to be ſole Judge of his Fitneſs as to his coming in, why 
not alſo as to his continuing in? And ſo the Church has no Power 


left to birid, contrary to Mat: 18. 18.  Whatſoever ye ſpall bind on 


Earth ſhall be bound in Heaven. Rags Suh I 
3d Note of a true Church is, regular Diſcipline ; where there is 
no Rod, and yet many. Children in a Houſe, there is like to be an 


unruly Family, So where a Church is numerous, and no Rod of 


Diſcipline, what can ſuch a Church come to? Nor inuſt it be a 
Rod of our own making, but ſuch as God hath appointed. For as 
God will have Diſcipline in his Church, fo he hath told us what it 
muſt be. For as the Law of the Land doth not only require that 
ſome Puniſhment is inflicted for ſuch and ſuch Crimes, bat appoints 
the kind of Puniſhment fo: ſuch Faults ; ſo in the Goſpel, we 
have Directions what Faults are puniſhable in a Church; and we 
are alſo as clearly inform'd what Puniſhment to uſe, and in what 
way to ule it ; and to puniſh any in a way contrary to the Rules 
Chriſt hath given us, is as provoking to God, as not to puniſh at all. 
I don't remember that ever we read of any Offender that ever ood 
in a white Sheet in the Apoſtle's Day; or was laid under any pe- 
cuniary Fines. I don't read that ever Drunkenneſs and Debauchery 
were conniv'd at, or any caſt to the Devil for teaching a Charity- 
School. Yea, when Cenſures have been inflited, yet before that, 
all due Means have been uſed to prevent it, and timely Warning 
given; they never ran upon Men as Lions, but always fhew'd Com- 
paſſion to their Souls. | | . 5 
The Weapons they uſed were not carnal but ſpiritua! ; nor do 
we read of any one reſtor d upon the Payment of any Sum of Mo- 
ney, but always thoſe Cenfures which were inflicted for Sin, were 
remov'd upon true Repentance for it. Thus I have nam'd theſe 
three Marks or Notes of a true Goſpel-Church, which are fo gene- 
rally conſented to by our Proteſtant Divines : And where theſe are 
wanting, it can be no Schiſm to depart from ſuch a Church, to 
Join to a better. | 
III General Head is, to ſhew what it is that doth conſlitute us 
Members of a particular Church, ſo as that our not holding Com- 
munion with ſuch a Church, may render us guilty of Schiſm 5 
and this ſee ms highly neceſſary to be known, to prevent Miſtakes 3 
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28 Ren. 3. 19. ſo a Church may think ſuch. to be Members as are 


Such therefore as never were join d to a Church, according to the 
Order of the, Goſpel, can't be guilty of Schiſm, in not Holding 


Communion with that Church, be it never to pure. For. 48 ſhe 
that never was married cannot tranſgreſs the Rules of Wedlock ; no 
more can they fin by not ſubmitting to the Rules of a Church, 
Who nevet wete Members of that Church. And as we muſt goto 
the New Teftament for Light, concerning the Order of a Golpel- 
Church, and not to the Jewiſh Law, from, which Yoke we are no 


Free, Gal. 5. 1. ſo by the ſame Rule, we muſt judge how we become 


Members of ſuch a Church. For I don't think it left co the 


Liberty of any, to gather Churches as they pleaſe, or to make Laws 


in Chriſt's Church. When the Tabernacle was rais d, they Were 
to obſerve to do every thing according ta the Commands, eiu to a 


Pin, or the Taches, Exod. 26, With no leſs Exactneſs ate we' to 
| . obſerve the Order Chriſt has given us in his Goſpel, in Bis Chur- 
ches. Certain it is, beyond all Contradiction, there are tome 
Churches in the World, which we may not hold Communion with, 
and yet not be guilty of Sehiſm; tho' ia the mean while e believe 
them to be Churches of Chriſt, I may believe the Church in Ge- 
=> 2eoa to be a true Church, yet don't therefore think I am bound to 
hold Communion with that Church, much leſs do I think my ſelf 
as Schiſmatick becauſe I do not. But to come nearer home, and to 
the Point, Lown many particular Diſſenting Churches in England 
to be true Churches, and the beſt of Churches, yet I don't think 
my ſelf guilty of Schiſm, tho' I never held Communion with. 
© ſome of them; becauſe though I approve of em, yet I am not a 
= Member of them. I ſhall therefore ſhew, t. Negatively, what 
= doth not make us to be Members of a Church, fo as that our Non- 
2 communion with it is Schiſm, 2. Poſitively, what doth. © 


1. Neg. Tis not our being born, or our living in a Nation, where 


& ſuch a Church is, be it nevet ſo pure, that doth make us Members 
of that Church; for tho? the Church may be a true Church, yet 
= ſome may not be qualified, according to Goſpel- Rules, to be Mem- 
bers of it but ſuppoſe they were, yet a bare Qualification doth 

not make one a Member, no more than a Man's being qualified 


for a Member of Parliament doth make him 2 Member thereof. 
How far this might be a Rule under the Jen i Diſpenſation, I ſhall 


not now enquire, as not material at all to the Point in hand; for 


we have a Rule for this under the New Teſtament Diſpenſation, to 
which we ſhall do well to take heed For tho? I honour Maſes as 
a Servant, I honour Chriſt more as his Lord, Hb, 3. 3. when *tis 


Taid, As 2. 4t. And the ſame Day there were added unto them about 


3000 Souls, we can ſcarce underſtand ir of ſo many born. In ſhort, 
theſe | Born. Members] ſeldom prove good. Nor doth our living in 
ſuch a Nation make us Members. Saith the Apoille, 1 Cor. 11. 20. 
ben ye come together therefore into one Place, was this the whole 


© 
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Baptiſm, renders us guilty of Schiſm, it ſeems to me impoſſible 


now they that have done the ſame ſhould be innocent, 3 10 5 
2. Poſitively, That which now makes us Memhers of a Goſpe)- fas 
Church, is a voluntary and free Reſignation of our (elves, undet PL 


God, to the care of ſuch a Church, in order to our Partaking of all | 
Ordinances with them. Whether this muſt, be done by Wu 

or by ſpeaking our Minds, and whetber this Declaration muſt 
made to the Miniſter, or before the whole Church, I ſhall not now 
determine; but ſhew it muſt be a voluntary Act in the Perſon join- 
Ing. When Paul was converted, tis ſaid, 48. 19. 26. He afſay# 
zo [join himſelf] to the Diſciples. So Act 5. 13. Of the reſt durf 0 

Man [join bimſel f] to them , to ſhew the former had. So 2 Cr. 911 


to the Lord, and unto us; by #ht Will of God: Tis ſaid they firftgave 


themſelves to the Lord, i. e. by Faith, as being neceſſary, in order 
to their being joined to the Church. Communion with God is ne- 
" ceffary, in ordet to Communion with a Church of God: Then they 
gave themſelves to the Church, to ſhew how that Act of giving 


themſcives to the Church, was as voluntary as their giving them- 


ſelyes to the Lord; and dis added; this they did by the Will of 


God, as referring to both, to: ſhew that both were pleafing to God. 


Church, without this voluntary Act, ſo as to be admitted into full 
Communion with that Church, and ſo conſequently cannot be guil- 


xy of Scbilm, in not holding Communion with it; yet it is poſſi- 


ble that ſuch as have thus voluntarily joined themſelves, and after 


| depart from it, may not be guilty” of Schiſm. Should a Perfon 


who has thus joined himſelf with the Church of Rome, in his Ig- 
Nnorance and Blindneſs, after come to be enlightened into their Er- 


rors, and depart from thæm, did Prote ſtants ever count this Scbifm ? 


No urely. or | Fi ” ILY | WE | 4 - ; ; g 
But to make this more clear to you, it being that which doth im- 


mediately concern ſome Diſſenters ; conſider Paul, whom I think 
ve may fafely follow, was born in the Boſom of the Jewiſb Church, 
and not only ſo; but did after conſent to it, and a great while he 
continued int, was a Zealot for it, and made great Progreſs in it. 
Zays he, Acts 21. 3. I am verily a Man which am a Few - and 


taught according to the perfect. manner of the Law of the Fathers: 
and was zealous towards God, . as. ye all are this day. So Gal. f. 13, 14, 
ee. For ye have heard of my ng ie cen in Time paſt, in the Jews 
Keligion, how that beyond: meaſure: I 

= and waſted it, and profited in the Jews Religion above many my Equals 
in mine own Nation, being more execedingly zealous of the Traditions, 


perſecuted the Church of God, 


of my Fathers. So again, Phil. 3. 5. Circumciſed the eighth Day, of 


9 #he Stock of Iſrael, of the Tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the He- 
= brews, -as: touching the Law a Phariſee Yet when God converted 
him, he ſoon quits that Way, and joins to them that 


he had perſecuted, and preached the very Faith: he had Gal. 1. 23. 


eyed); and tells us, v. 7% fut what Things were gain 


| Zo me, thoſe I counted loſs for Chriſt. Thus, you lee how that tis 


1 nota Ferſon's being born in the Boſom of the Church, nor his af- 


uſt 


Ades from ons County to andther, * from one Nation to 52 
„ 8 FIR ther, 


1 ter. Conſent to it, that doth always oblige him not to depart from it. 


I General ſhall be to ſhew what Schiſm is. I have ſhewn you 
the Word ſignifies Diſſention or Diviſion. So that I define it thus : 
| *Tis a caulleſs Separation from a Church; or a finful cauſing of 
| Comtention, or Diviſions in a Church, where we remain. I ſhall 
| fpeak diſtinctly to the Parts of it, which are Twg, : + | 
t. A caufleſs Departing from a Church. There are ſeveral good 


Caufes why. we may depart: from a. Church. Suppoſe a Perſon re- 


* 
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ad aht they did mores we hoped; but -foſt E gave their own ſelves] = 


But obſerve carefully, chat'tho? a Perſon can't be a Member of a 


— 
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hep, by ſore ſpecial Providence; in ſuch a caſe, none can deny 
but he may depart from the Church where he was, and join with 2 
ſound Church where he goes, Or, ſuppoſe there are ſuch Irregu- 


larities in the Church where he is, as he cannot bear, then in 


Conſcience he may and ought to depart; eſpecially if he finds he 
has no Power to rectify them by ſaying in; in this caſe, the Sin 


ies at their Door who gave the Offence, and not at His that took 


3 855 it, If a Church will lay ſuch ſtumbling Blocks 
Ezek. 14. 3, 4. in the way as cannot be leapt over; tis more 
Rom. 14. 13. their Fault that laid them, than his who turns aſide 

do avoid them. Before we can juſtly accuſe any of 
Schiſm, in departing from us, we muſt be careful to prove, that 
we Have not departed from God's Word; by adding to, or taking 
from, the Rules left us therein, in point of Worſhip; for I laok 
upon that to be the moſt dangerous Schiſm, to depart from God's 


Word, For the beſt of Churches now on Earth may err, but the 


Scripture is an infallible Rule, as to Faith and Manners. If, theres 
fore, any will add to this Rule, and then. make thoſe Additions 


Terms of Communion, let them ſee to it. A true Church of 


Chriſt will own Chriſt in all his Offices, as a Prophet to make 
Laws, and not only as a King, to rule by Laws made to his Hand. 


I have often heard it confels'd by thoſe from whom we diſſent, 4 


that the Cauſes of our Separation from them are only Ceremoni 
and Things indifferent. Tis well they are ſo to them; for I do 
ſipcerely affirm, if one may ſpeak for all, they are not ſo to us, 
e can't think any Part of Inftituted Worſhip. indifferent, when 
we read that awful Text, Rev. 22. 18, 19. For I teſtify unto every 


Man that heareth the Words of the Prophecy of this Book, if auy Man 


Hall add unto theſe Things, God ſpall add unto him the Plagues that are 
written in this Book And if any Man ſhall take away from the Words 
of the Book of this Prophecy, God ſball take away his part out of the 


Book of Life, and out of the Holy City, and from the Things which are 


written in this Book, O dreadful Sentence | Could we but pet- 


[wade our {elves thoſe Things are indifferent which they own to be 


fo, they would readily ſee our Compliance with them, tho? they 
will not comply with us to part with them. For I judge Separa- 


tion from Churches to be a Thing of too ill conſequences, to be en- 


couraged for nothing, or for Things indifferent. What! ſhall we 


caule Heats and Animoſities among Neighbours? Shall we weaken 


the Intereſt of the Nation, ard thereby indanger our Lives, and all 
that is dear to us?. Shall we be ſuch Fools as to run but the Ha- 
zard of Perſecution when we may ſleep in a whole Skin, and al 
theſe for Ceremonies, or Things indifferent ? Intereſt would teach 


us to be wiſer than thus; had we but a Grain of common Senſe; . 


and not to debar our ſelves of Things advantageous, for the ſaka of 
Things indifferent, Is it not far more deſirable to be fixt in a Li- 
ving as good as free Land, than to live ſuch a precarious Life as we 
do; and to be under ſuch mean Circumftances as many of us are? 


And have we not Reaſon to believe, from them that are * be- 
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fore, that if others could do as they have done; our Sin of Schifr 
js not too great t be forgiven. It is not therefore for Contention 
ſake, but for Conſcience ſake towards God; that ve 
diffent : And fince it can be no other, ſure we de- 1 Pet. 2. 19: 


ſerve to be more tenderly dealt with, than branded 
as Schiſmatieks. | V - 
Suppoſe we were in a Miſtake, a tender Chriſtian Behaviour 
would be the moſt proper way to convince us. Conſcience is a 
tender Thing, and can't be compelV'd: Hence ſaith the Apoſtle, 
Hom. 14. 5. Let every Man be fully ferſwnded in his own Breaſt, 
Mean while we wrong nb Man. We endeavour to render to Cæſar 
che Things which ate Cæſur s, and unto God the Things which are 
Gold's. We pay Tribute to #hom Tribute is due; Cuſtom to whom Cu- 
ftom is due. We pay Tythes and Rates for the Support of that 
Church that many of us never come at; and that not from Con- 
feraint, but of a willing Mind. We pray always and earneſtly for 
the Queen now upon the Throne, and are ready, if occaſion re- 
quir d it, and the Wall of Partition was butremovd, ta throw aſide 
our Bibles, or rather to take them with us, and to venture our Lives, 
400 all that is dear to us, in Defence of her Royal Perſon, and the 
Laws; and are unwilling to believe, that ever ſhe intends to take 
up the Sword, or a ſhorter Weapon againſt us, who are ſo willing 
to venture our All for her. But to return from this Digreſſion. 
| But now, as for ſuch, as own theſe Things to be Indifferent and 
indeed all the World muſt own they are indifferent an their ſide) 
end ſo gonſequently can part with them without Sin, yet will not, 
bow will they anſwer it to God one Day? Can we think thoſe 
Men do really think Schiſm ſuch a damnable Sig as they tell us it 
3s, when to prevent it, they will not part with, what they call 
things indifferent ? unleſs they defire our Damnation. What ! 
Edoth it ſeem a Thing leſs than indifferent, whether ſo great a 
Part of the Nation 6 lav'd or damn? We can't but take ſuch 
Treatment unkindly, as we are Neighbours, as we are Natives, as 
Ve are 1 0 77 to the ſame Prince, and worſbip the ſame God, to 
Have ſuch hard Things put upon us, as for the ſake of Things in- 
Pifferent, to be both excluded from many Privileges, and to be 
branded as Schiſmaticks too. Foreigners, whether Papiſts or Hea- 
Fhens, have kinder Treatment than we, We are the only home- 
ö T orn Slaves. Mean time, it goes near our Hearts, to think how 
Feady we are to leap into the Flames to ſave one of their Bodies, 
@ho' we can't come up to their Modes of Worſnip; and to think 
they will not part with Things indifferent to ſave ſo many of our 
Souls. If we don't return we are all damn'd, if ſome of them ſay 
rue; and damn'd we may be, for all them; for if taking up a 
ptraw would prevent our going to Hell, we ſhould go. I fear I 


pay lay of ſome, they would part with greater Things to damn us 
than they will to ſave us. 


2. Schilm may be made by a ſinful caufing of Strife and Diviſi- 
pn in a Church, where we 


continue Members. All Strife or Di- 
D 2 viſion 


—_— 
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| viſion is not Schiſm, Should a Member of a Church ſee Diſorday 


k in the Church, and ſhould think it more his Duty to ſtay à Men I 1 

1 ber, in Hopes to re&ify ſuch Diſorders, than to depart from the 0 

4 Church 5 tho? his continuing in might prove 2 Means of Conten- 0 

{|| tion or Diviſion, yet it might not be Sin on his fide, But I have  t 

4 hinted ſomething on this before. In a Word, if you fee one that 1 3 

19 loves to ſow the Seeds of Diſcord in Churches, by diſaffecting t: 

1 Members to the Miniſter, or his Doctrine, without a Cauſe,'or Ie 

i N weakening the Affections of Members one to another, note that f 

ht Man as a Schiſmatick indeed. FT 
1 But for any peaceably to leave a Church, in ſome meaſure cor-" i | £ 

'S rupt, to join with one more pure; to leave {one that has a Mix- 1 

1 ture of Human Inventions, with Divine Inſtitutions, to join with C 
1 one that doth all Things according to Divine Appointment; Hath 3 

. not ſo much as the leaſt Shadow of Schiſm in it. I would fain A 
. know what we have in our ſtated Worſhip that is not clearly war- 
1 ranted by the Word of God? Nay, what have wey that they have W 1 

4 not, from whom we difſent, who yet charge us with Schilm$ £ 
„ Have we publigk Singing? ſo,have they, Have we Preaching ! t 
1 fo have they, tho' not ſo much. Have we Baptiſm with Water, W 

i in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ? ſo haye they, [i 
1 Have we the Lord's Supper adminiſtred in both kinds? ſo han 1 
they. And as to Church-Officers, have they Bi ſnops? ſo have we t 
1 Lgood 3 Have we Deacons? ſo have they, and Arch ons a 
KF too ſome of them. hd.” n 0 

— As for Arch-Biſhops, and Lord-Biſhops, we have none; yet ve 
1 highly honour theſe as Ceſar's Creatures, And indeed it is well (. 
14 fo us we have none of theſe, fince we have no Benefices ſufficient ¶ c 
1 to ſupport their Pomp and Grandeur; for while theſe ride in their I © 
1 Coach and Six, our Biſhops are often forced to go on foot. 4 
Nor have we leſs to ſay in defence of our Diſcipline. As for 1 
. too many of our Hearers, We are grieved to ſee their diſorderly WW , 
Þ | Converſations; we do all we can to reclaim theſe, by publick aud © 
1 private Exhortations; we ſuit our Doctrine as near as we can tio YJ! 
. them, and deal faithfully with their Souls; but tis not in out 

$i ö i Power to change their Hearts. We can't drive theſe out of of £7 
. Congregations, from Hearing, nor would we if we could. Ti 
098; more wicked any of theſe are, the more need to hear, it being ti N 
. ordinary Means appointed of God to convert Souls, and that b 
1 which through Grace we ſee daily bleſſed to that end. But we 1 
0. widely diſtinguiſh between Hearers and Members: And we ſay, if 0 
* I Cor. 5. 12, 13. For what have T to do to judge them alſo that an fe 
14 without, do not ye judge them that are within? But them that it © 
without God judgeth.  * „ e G 
But for Members that have joined themſelves to us, we take o- Ol 
ther Meaſures as to them. We admonith ſuch as walk diſo:denl)j 

and excommunicate ſuch as contemn our Admonition. We don! 
take in any Members without good Satisfaction. We do tha De 1 

n 20688 X 


we can to rectify Diforders, and not to ſuffer Sin to lie upo 
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1 | 3 of 5. ' - ; 
es Souls; and had we the Civil Power to back our Church- 


"Ventures, we ſhould not doubt, by the Bleſſing of God, but to keep 


our Churches much puter than now they are. We are not with- 
out our Failings, but don't think it our Duty to cut off a Member 
till all Goſpel-Means are ufed to render it uſeful again Cutting off 
Members is an unpleaſant Work to us. Yet I am perſuaded, that 
the Diſſenting Churches, however they may differ in other Things, 
do all mutually agree in this, to keep off {candalous Offenders 


From the Table of the Lord. | 


We can't but with Lamentation ſpeak it, we have had ſome 


great Blots on ſome that have miniſtred in holy Things, notwith- 


ſtanding Churches Care in chufing, and the Care of Miniſters in 
ordaining, yet now and then a Goat has ſlipt by in Sheep's Cloath- 


ing; yet where ſuch Things have happen'd, our Churches have 

aſſum'd a Power to put them out at the fame Door they came in. 
We read of a Judas among the twelve, to ſhew us ; 
how the beſt of Churches may miſtake, but as we John 6. 70. 


don't read of his continuing with them, after he be:. 
tray'd his Lord, but they ſoon choſe another to fill up his Place, 


of greater Integrity; fo let any, if they can, ſhew one ſcandalous 


Miniſter that is continued among us. I do not mention theſe 
Things to lay open the Failings of any Miniſters, but to juſtifie 
thole Churches that have by this Means born their Teſtimony 
againſt thoſe whoſe Sins cannot be hid. And can ſuch as belong to 
our Churches be guilty of Schiſm ! | | 
But here I will ſuppoſe ſome to object thus: After all you have 


(aid for your ſelves, we don't think your Diſſenting Churches to be 
tme Churches, or at leaſt to be compar'd with that from which you 
dient; as wanting, r. Their Antiquity. 2. Authority. 3. Unity. 


4. Verity. 5. Uniformity, 6. Charity, 7. The very Place of Worſhip 
is made an Argument againſt us, for want of a better. To each of 


which I ſhall fully anſwer, and ſo wipe off the Reproach caſt up- 
| , on us, and defire the Reader to weigh what is ſpoken without Pre- 


zudice. | | 
And firſt, as to the ſuppoſed Objection of the Want of Antiqui- 


1 To this Ianſwer in three Things as follows: 


1. Antiquity is no Note of a True Church, nor the want of it a 
Note of one that is not, The oldeſt Churches are not always the 
beſt. Tho” the Old Teſtament Diſpenſation was before the New, 
yet the Apoſlle makes this to be preferable to that, Heb. r1. 40. 
God having provided ſome better Things for 16. So Heb. 7. 22. By 
fo much was Jeſus made a Surety of a better Teſtament. The Fathers 
did not think Antiquity a certain Note of a true Church. Saith 
Greg. Conſuetudo ſine veritate, eſt vetuſtas Erroris: Antiquity with- 
out Verity, is the antientneſs of Error. It matters not what ſtand- 
ing our Churches are of, if but agreeable to Truth. 

A new Truth is better than an old Error, Suppoſe we had lived 
Ignorant of Goſpel- Truths to this Day, muſt we do always ſo ? 
We are not to walk in a Way becaule it is troden, but we are to 

| | enguire, 
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enquire, is it the right Way? Jer. 6. 16. Thus ſaith the L. G 
aud ye inthe Ways, and ſee, and art for the old Paths, where iz th 
25 ay, and walk therein, and ye foall find reſt for your Souls. Oh. 

( rve, it was to be a good Way, as well as an old Way. Solomon 
ſaith, Prop. 1643t. The hoary Head is a Grown of Glory, if it be 


found in ih Way of Righteouſneſs. Yet we are told, I/. 65. 20, 


But the Sinner being au Hundred Years old fball be accurfed. Cuſtom 
in an evil Waß never made that Practice the better, but the worle, 
If a Criminal be tried for a Fault, and be found Guilty, yet if it 
is the firſt Fault, he often eſcapes ; but if he is found an Old Thief 
ten to one but he dies. Thus as to the Caſe in hand; a Church 
that has long erred from the Truth, is but little to be eſteemed, 


So that before we can be perſwaded to honour 2 Chutch for its An- 


tiquity, we muſt fee its Verity, leſt we Thould honour the Devil 
more than Faul, ſince tis certain he is the elder, 


2. If Antiquity is an infallible Note of a true Church, and the 
eldeſt is always the beſt, then I fear the Papiſts will prove them- 


ſelves to he a purer Church than either. Tis well known to many, 
how they Vea of Antiquity, as if none like em; and have chal- 
lenged the: Body-of Proteſtants, to prove where their Church was 
before Luther's Day. To which the general Anſwer has been, that 
the true Church, till then, lay in the Boſom of one that was Cor- 
rupt. And yet notwithſtanding, the Proteſtants not only think 


themſelves a Church, but a purer Church than that from which . 


they are departed 5 and if ſo, who can tell bur we that come laſt, 

ſuppoſe it ſo, may be the beſt of all the Three. But, . 
3. Our diſſenting Churches are of 'a longer ſtanding than many 

are aware of ; and I have reaſon to belive, if a narrow Scrutiny 


be made, of an earlier date than ſome that we diſſent from; for © 


while ſome "eamlook. back no further than Luther's Day, we can 
prove ours to be truly Apoſtolical, and as ancient as Paul himſelf, 
there being no part of our Worſhip but what is clearly proved from 
the New Teſtament. And further, we need not look back for Di-. 
rections in our Worſhip, and Order of our Churches, To prove 
Singing, lee Eph. 5. 19. Speaking to your ſelves in Pſalms, and Hymns, 
and Spiritual Songs; Singing, and making Melody in your Heart to 
the Lord. For our Praying, 44 6. 4. But we mill. give our ſeloes 
continually to Prayer, Vea, for our praying without Forms and 
Books; Rom. 8. 26. Likewiſe the Spirit alſo helpeth our Infirmtties, 
for we know not what to pray for as we ought, Which Text clearly 
proves, That to pray as we ought, is to truſt to the Aſſiſtance of 
the Spirit of God for the Matter of Prayer. But how they can do. 
this that have every Word of their Prayer written before 'em, I 


confeſs I do not underſtand. Such who are thus furniſhed before 


hand, leave no Room for the Spirit to help them as to [what] 
they ſhould pray for. ä | 
Objection. But ſome may ſay, by the Spirit, there we are to 
underſtand the Spirit of Man, and not the Spirit of God, An- 
wer, Such 2 Senſe carries in it this groſs Abſurdity, That the 
Spirit 
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vr, diſſent ing Churches Ort bodo. 31 
Spkrit of Man is a diſtinct Thing from Man: If that Spirit was the 
Spirit of Man, it muſt be comprehended under that Word [we.] 
Doubtleſs he means ſuch a praying there as he doth, Jude 20. 
Praying in the Holy Ghoſt, v ryd/pud]: dN, in the Holy $piric, 
or by the Holy Spirit, as the Prepoſition zy oft ſignifies. Here 1 
hope none will ſay, that by the Holy Ghoſt we are ts underſtand 


the Spirit of a Mak =: 2 | | * ; 83. 
For Preaching, and that in Houſes too, Ads 5. 4. Aud daily in 
the Temple, and in every Houſe, they ceaſed not to teach and to preach 
Jeſus Chrift, Obſegve, tho? they had Liberty to preach in the Tem- 
ple, which;T take to have been as convenient and as Holy (to ſay no 
more) as any of our high Places ace, yet they did not refuſe, 
even then, to. preach in 8. x Rpt . 
Again, Lake 4. 18. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, Becauſe he 
hath. appointed me to preach the Goſpel to the Poor. Ver. 20. Aud he 
cloſed the Book, &cc. he did not read all his Sermon as ſome dos 
For our Baptizing, lee Mat. 28. 19. Go ye therefore am , all 
Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the: Father, ami ef i Son, 
and of the: Holy Glaſt. For the Lord's Supper, few x Core Ih, 24. 
This do in ramembrance of Me. For the Bleſfing at the end, feethe 
cloſe of almoſt all Paul's Epiſtles. ; * te: wy 
= No leſs have we to ſay, as to our Church Officers; for Deacons, 
ee Acts 6. 3, 4, 5, 6. Obſerve, they had not ſo much as a Deacon, 
but what was of their own chuſing. For our Ordination by Pres- 
tbyters, ſee 1 Tim. 4. 14. Neglect not the Gift that is 2 which 
was given thee by Prophecy, with the laying on of the Hands of the 
Presbytery. And that our Miniſters are Biſhops, is fully proved 
from Ad 20. 17, &c. Obſerve, when Paul came to Epheſus, He 
called 7 the Elders of the Church. Were theſe Lord Bilbops think 
you ? If fo, there were ſeveral in one Town. Tis beyond all rati- 
tonal Contradiction, theſe were preaching Elders, or ordinary Mi- 
niſters, and ſays he to thbſe Elders, v. 28. Fake heed: therefore unto 
your ſelves, and to all. the Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made you Overſeers, t0s]o mauvoae;, hath made Biſhops, I wonder 
why that was rendered Qverſeers? Nay: come we to the very Gar- 
ment many of us wear, ſee for that, 2 Tim. 4. 13. The Cloke that © 


Left at Troas, with Carpus, when thou comeſt bring with thec. Mind, 


not a Gown, nor a Surplice, but a Cloke. And I cannot but think, 
that if Timothy was a Lord Biſhop, as ſome imagine, Paul was too 
bold, to command him to be a Servant to bring his Cloke after 
him. Thus you ſee how every Thing in our Worſhip is clearly 
proved from the New Teſtament ; and can it after all be Schifm to 
belong to ſuch Churches? Hear O Heavens! I am really afraid 
they will charge Juul next, with the ſame Sin, and make him more 
Guilty than vs are, foraſmuch as we had never done as we do, 
had he not led us the way; and if they ſhould, I can't ſee but one 
Argument by which he can be cleared; and that is, that the 
Churches which he gathered, were long before theirs, and there. 


fore it was impoſſible to be guilty of Schiſm, in departing from a 
: Church 


32 .»Diſſenters no'Schiſmaticks; © 
Church which he never ſaw, and knew ſo very little of. 1 hi 

And now L have made ſuch clear Proof in Vindication of . ous W 

way of Worſhip, from the New Teſtament, let me defire thoſe * 

from whom we diſſent, to make as full Proof ef the irs from the Et 

New Teflament, yea, or from the Old ; and if they cannot, let an 

em bluſh and be aſhamed. And firſt, where do we read of an m 

1 Altar with Steps in all the New Teſtament? Nay, was not this e, hs 
1 ven forbidden under the Old; Ex. 20. 26. Neither ſhalt thou £0 up HE 
[ by Steps unto. mine Altar. Again, where do you read in the New hi 


* 
; 


Teſtamenr of any that worſhipped-towards the Faſt ? Nay, was it of 


1 not one of the greateſt Abominations under the Old ? Zzek. 8. 15, I. 
4 2 16. Turn thee. yet again, and thou fbalt ſee greater Abominat ions. that an 
1 1 hey do. And he brought me into the inner Court of the Lord's Houſe, an 
17 , and behold at the Door of the Nmple of the Lord, between the Porch th 
1 and the Altar, were about Five aud Twenty Men, with their Backs to- th 
1 1 wards the Temple of the Lord, and their Faces towards the Eaſt; and A 
WH they worſpipped the Sun towards the Eaſt. And adds, v. 18. There- A 


fore will I alſo deal in Fury, mine Eye ſhall not ſpare, neither wil zh 
I have Pity ; and though they cry in mine Ears with a loud Voice, fe, 
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the Law, for condemuing him for owning lo great a Truth; 1 
b | | 18 


4 | get will I not hear them. Again, where do we read in the New re 

| | "8 Teſtament of any printed Prayer Books? Again, where do we red pr 

Ki. in all the Book of God, of the Croſs in Baptiſm; or of Godfather: MK w 

©: 3s or Godmothers ? Let em declare, if they are abe. dT 
Wit | f Come we allo to Church Officers, and here let me be ſo bold as to 

9 aſk, where do we read in the New Teſtament of a Lord Biſho; ca 

1 or an Arch-Biſhop, or an Arch- Deacon? Nay, where do we read ® U 

1 of any of theſe under the Old Teſtament ? Again, where do we! C 

1 read from the. firſt Verſe in Geneſis, to the laſt of the Revelation, in 

19: þ of a Vice-Chancellor, or Chancellors, or a Surrogate? There is H 

1 nothing but deep filence touching all theſe. Had I no more Proof fe 

1 1. for what we do, than thoſe have, I profeſs I ſhould ſoon deſert the di 

1 Cauſe; for J judge it dangerous to build ſuch a weighty Thing 25 ni 

1 a Church, .upon any other Foundation but what at 

. Mat. 7. 26, Chriſt and his Apoſtles have laid, leſt like that j& 4 

| 27. Building upon the Sand it fall, and great be the th 

tl | Fall of it. Nor is it enough that we build upon a1 4 

bil good Foundation, but all the Structure ought to be agreeable : N 

| | fit Wood, Hay, and Stubble, and ſuch combuſtable Matter, ought | be 

Wikil: not to be laid upon a ſure Foundation. Such Builders muſt ſuffer # 4 

. loſs, tho* they may be ſaved /o as by Fire, x Cor. 3. 15. Si 

Wii: To the ſecond Part of the ſuppoſed Objection, of our want of ta 

1 Authority, that we ate not Eſtabliſh'd by Law; nor have we anf 2" 

nn Spiritual Courts as they have: To theſe I Anſwer,  _., Or 

1 If the Law is not ſo much in Favour of us, as it is of them, 

133 yet tis as much, and ſomewhat more in Favour of us, than theit (C 

_mE Law, was of Chriſt, John 19. 7. Ve have a Law, and by that Law ta 

_ mx he ought to die; becauſe he made himſelf the Son of God. Now was 4 

14 Chriſt a Schiſmatick ? I hope not. Was it not more the fault of 15 
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or, diſſenting Churches Orthodox. 33 
his for owning of it? Tis well known, how moſt of the Apoliies 
ſuffered Martyrdom, and no doubt, but purſuant to ſome Law. 
Were the Martyrs. in Queen Mary's Days Schiſmaricks? We are 


"Eſtabliſhed by the Laws of Chriſt, as hath been abundantly proved ; 


and he being the great Prophet of the Church, we think this is 
more our Honour than to be Eſtabliſhed by, human Laws. If we 
have but the Law of Chriſt for us, we don't much conſult other 


Laws, nor think our ſelves bound to obey them when'jcontrary to 


his. As 5. 29. We ought to obey God rather than Man. We read 


of ſome who not only wanted Laws to eſtabliſh them, but had 
Laws made to ſubvert them, and yet acted contrary to thoſe Laws, 


and were blameleſs; yea, highly commended, . and greatly bleſt, 
and honoured of God. See Eæad. 1. 16, 17, 20. If it be a Son, 
then ye ſball kill bim. But the Midwives feared God, and did not as 
the King of Egypt commanded them, but ſaved the Men Children alive. 
And tis ſaid, v. 20, 21. Therefore God dealt well with the Midwives. 
And it came to paſs, becauſe the Midwives feared God, that he made 
them Houſes, i. e. gave em Children and Families;; thus God bl-f- 
{ſed them, Thus we read, Dan. 3. 10, 15. how the Three Children 
refuſed to obey the Decree of the King, and how God miraculoully 
preſerved them, v. 27. But bleſſed be God, this is not cur Cale, 
we have been aſſured again and again of Royal Protection from the 
Throne, in our Way of Worſhip. ob Bt ig 

And as to our want of Spiritual Courts, falfly ſo called; all we 
can (ay, is this, we have Power to bind and looſe, and make a right 
Uſe of it too; and I don't know what any have more. Saith 
Chriſt, Mat. 16, 19. Vat ſoever ye ſball bind on Earth, ſball be bound 
in Heaven; and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, ſball be looſed in 
Heaven, And I am confident this is more than Chriſt hath promi- 


fed to ſome, and more than he will do to thoſe from whom we 


diſſent. I confeſs we have no Power to ruin Mens Eliates by pecu- 
niary Fines, nor do we deſire it. Should any come to us to buy off 
a Cenſure, we ſhould all by one Conſent ſay as he to that Sorcerer, 
Ads 8. 20, 21, 22, 23. Thy Money periſh with thee, becauſe thou haſt 
thought that the Gift of God may be purchaſed with Money : Thy 
Heart i not right in the ſight of God. Repent therefore of this thy 
Wickeaneſs, and pray God, if perhaps the Thoughts of thy Heart may 
be forgiven thee. For I perceive thou art in the Gall of Bitterneſs, 
and in the Bond of Iniquity. As we never inflict a Cenfure but for 
vin, lo we never remove it, but upon Appearance of true Repen- 
tance; and do abominate that Popiſh Practice of ſelling Pardors; 
and ſo plucking the Crown from Chriſt's Head, whofe Prerogative 
only 'tis to forgive Sin, 


Reader, that thou may'ft ſee what excellent Uſe theſe Courts 
(called Spiritual Courts) are of, I'll tell thee a Story, that I cer- 
tainly know to be true, and very lately too. A Gentleman whom 
I well know, was choſen Executor in Truft for a conſiderable E- 
flate ; the Teſtator being dead, and leaving ſome Hundred Pounds 
in Debts out of the County, 3 proves the Will in the 
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am ſure thou haſt not. 
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| Prerogative Court above, and was there aſſured, that no Court in 


the Country could demand any Thing as due to them. Sen 


after, he is warn'd into their Court, to prove the Will; is 
adviſed again by an able Attorney, not to pay any thing, only to 
exhibit the Seals. 
Seals, and writes 'em a teſpectful Letter; tells em he was ordered 
not to pay any Fees; and being but an Executor in Truſt, and lia- 
ble to pay himſelf, whatever he paid contrary to Law, dare not 
lend any Money; but told em, if he was mifinform'd, he would 
pay them what was due upon Notice given. The Meſſenger re- 
turns, and tells him, when they had ſeen the Seals, and read the 
Letter they ſeem'd well ſatisfied, and never ſo much as named any 
Money due to them. Some Months after, the Apparator calls on 
him, and tells him, that the next Week he would be excommu- 
nicated for not paying the Fees; the Gentleman told him, they 
never were demanded, nor was there any Warning given; he re- 
| = he could not ſay much as to that, but was ſure the neu 
Week he would have the Writ come out. es I 
Now Reader, I would put this Queſtion, didſt thou ever read of 
Tuch* Tyranny and Cruelty inflicted in the Spaniſh Inquifition ? J 
Did the Blood-thirſty Bonner and Gardinn 
on equa] theſe Spiritual Men? I profeſs I never could read that 
they did. 


tions in Things even contrary to Law. Nay, what Pains have 
thoſe Biſhops taken to proſelyte Perſons, before they condemn'd 
them to the Flames. So that to fall into the Hands of thoſe Spi- 
ritual Men, ſeems to me but one degree ſhort of falling into the 
Hands of the D-— 1. ri oder apt ö 
So that if this is the worſt they can ſay of us, and our Churches, 
that we have not ſuch a tyrannical Power lodged in us; whether 
this renders our Churches the worſe, or the better, I leave it to the 


unprejudic'd Reader to judge. Sure I am, we read of no ſuch 


Courts in the New Teftament, unleſs peradventure, that where 
Chriſt was condemn'd. What may be at the Mother-Church at 
Rome, France, Spain, or Portugal, J cannot well tell: Theſe Courts 
are enough to make Diſſenters, if there were none before. | 

The Third Part of the ſuppoſed Objection, is, our want of U- 
nity, Chriſt's beloved is but one. We have Diviſions, and Sub- 
diviſions, while thoſe from whom we diſſent are all of a Piece. 
They have no Conteritions about Religious Matters, but believe as 
the Church believes; and what can be a greater Ornament than U- 
nity in a Church ? ES, | 

To this Fanſwer: I have a Book in my Study, entituled, n 
End to Conttoverſie. The Thing being ſo very deſirable, I applied 
my lelf to read it; but as much as I defired an End to Contco- 


verſie, I choſe rather to uphold it, than follow his Directions to 


obtain it; which was, to have the Pope the ſole Judge of Con- 
ticverſie, and to reſt in his Determinations. But to anſwer fur- 


ther, 


He ſends a Meſſenger to their Court, with the 


For tho” thoſe have inflicted ſevere Puniſhments, yet not 
on ſuch as were willing to comply with their unreaſonable Impoſi | 
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or, diſſenting Churches Orthodox. 35 
ther, and by Way of Conceſſion, I on that Unity in the Truth is 
a lovely fight. Nor can I Wholly juſtiſie the Diſſenters in their 
differing Sentimentsz: Which perhaps may be their dark Side, but 
what then, muſt they be branded as Schiſmaticks, becauſe they are 
enquiring for the Truth? But to anſwer more particularly; 4 
1. The beſt of Churches on Earth have had Diviſions in them 
even thoſe that were planted by Chriſt himſelf, and his Apoſtles. 
The Church of Corinth was a Goſpel- Church, yet ſadly. divided, 
1 Cor, 11. 18. I Hear that there be ' Diviſions among you. S0 1 Cor. 
I. IT, 12. For it hath been declared unto me of 'you my Brethren, by 
them which are of the Houſe of Chloe, that there are Contentions: a- 
mong you. Nom this I ſay, that every one of you ſaith, I am of Faul, 
and I of: Apollos, and I of Cephas, and Jof Chriſt. So. Acts 15. 39. 
And the Content ion was ſo ſharp Between them, that they departed aſun- 


der one from the other : Nor do we read that good Paul and Barnas. 


has ever met to make up the Difference, that I remember. So tis 
ſaid of thoſe that attended on Chriſt's Doctrine, Mark 9. 34. For 
by the Way they bad diſputed who ſbould he the greateſt.” I confeſs 1 
am far from thinking theſe to be ſet as Examples, yet they ſnew 


the imperfect State of the Church below. The Church is compared 


to the Moon, Cant. 6. 10. V ho is ſhe that looketh forth as the Morning, 


fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun. Like the Sun with reſpett to our 


yet not 4 fuftification, but like the Moon with reſpect to Sanctification, 


Impoſi- Þ 
5 to ſay nothing of thoſe frequent and dark Eclipſes it is ſubject 
demn'd to. Thoſe that are the Churches Guides ſee but darkly, as through 
= a Glaſs. The Popes that pretend to be infallible, one Pope has 
| burnt what another decreed. We muſt never expect to ſee a Church 


| —.— Joined together, of the ſame Mind, and of the fame 


which when at the full, and in the cleareſt Night, bath ſome: Spots ; 


udgment in all Things, till we get into the Church Triumphant 


in Heaven, But, 


2. Unity in Error is a greater Scandal to a Church, than Con- 


tentions for Truth. Where there are Contentions, 'tis a Sign 
there are ſome that love the Truth, and tho' both Parties can't be 
= Tight unleſs there be a Mil-underſtanding of Words, yet frequently 
one part hath Truth on their Side: Bur to ſee a Church ſunk into 
{ Errors, and to reſt there, is ſad. *Tis ſaid, Pſal. 2. 2. The Rulers 
take Counſel together, againſt the LO D, and againſt his Anointed. 
= They had better have bean in as many Minds as we are. Thus 
tis ſaid, Luke 23. 12. The ſame * Day Pilate and Herod were made 


Friends tegether, for before they were at Enmity between themſelves © 
Here was an Agreement, but a wicked one, to deſtroy Chriſt, 


| Dome have ſuch low Thoughts of Truth, that they don't think it 


worth contending for; and, as we lay, ſome take all for Fiſn that 
come within the Net, fo ſome take all for Fruth that they hear 
preach'de. They think, if their Miniſters, Who are fo learned, 
don't know what is Truth, who ſhould ? When, poor Souls, ſome 
of them know no more of Truth than Njcodemw of the New Birth. 


When Chriſt told him the Neger of Regeneration, in : in 
| 2 at 
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Salvation, he cries out, John 3. 9. How can theſe Things le? We 
ſet a higher Value on Truth than this, and dare not take all for 
Truth that ſome Men call Truth, nor believe every Word, Prov. 
14. 15. The Simple believeth every Word, but the prudent Man looketh 
%% œ Ä ST es too feet 3 OR STO TEE: 


„ © Wethink it better becomes us to be earneſily con- 


Jude 3. - + tending for the Flith, than to fit fill and ſee the 
1 Tim. 1. 19. Truth ſuffer Shipwrack, or ſcoffingly with Pilate 
do lay, as, Jobs 18. 38. What is Trut pb? 

3. Thoſe we diſſent from have no Cauſe to upbraid us with our 
Diviſions, nor to boaſt of their own: Unity. He that hath given 
himſelf the Trouble to read the unprofitable Controverſie between 
the Upper Houſe and Lower Houſe of Convocation, where to be 
ſure there is no Diſſenter to difquiet em, will ſee as ſharp a De- 


- bate as ever was among us, accented: with ſome Circumſtances | 


which are not to be found among us. For while we pretend no 


Supe riority one over another, but ſtand all upon Level Ground, and 


fo think we may take the more Freedom to have a friendly Debate; 
theſe n a very great Difference; as between | Upper] and Lower 
and yet can't agree. Nay, while we differ about Matters of Mo- 


ment, -beimrinatraid of being miſtaken, theſe differ about Trifles, Wk 
as if Difference was that which they delighted in. I wonder thoſe 
mitred Heads have not made thoſe little Creatures know, that in 


che Thing wherein they deal proudly they are above them. | 
- The fourth Part of the ſuppoſed Objection is, that we want 
Verity, that there is not that Clearneſs of Truth in our Preach- 
ing that is among them. We are lookt upon as a Company of illi- 
OT terate Fools, that know not what to preach, while 
Job 12. 2. they think they are the Men, and Wildom will die 
$744 with them. | $i I 

To this I anſwer; and here I muſt confeſs, a great Difference 
as to Doctrine. I was once a conſtant Hearerof them from whom 
I now diſſent, for many Years; and now plainly ſee, that had I 


continued there even until now, I might have remain'd ignorant of 


the great Goſpels Truths, that were neceſſary to the Sal vation of 


my Soul. The chief Doctrine that I heard, was Paſlive-Obe- 
dience, it being in King Charles's Reign; and ready they were to 


preſs us to be ſubject to the Duke of York, before he was King, 0 
the Peals; the repeated Peals! which have rang in my Ears.of | 


Paſfive.-Obedience |! How oft have I heard that famous Inſtance of 
David's cutting off Saul's Skirts, and how his Heart ſmote him for 
it, with vehement Reflections on ſuch as have veatur'd higher! 
How oft have I been told what Power Kings had, not only in the 
State, but in the Church, yea, over all we had! At laſt came the 
defired Day, the Duke of York is King, and mild and gentle his 
ſhorr Government was; but the Miſchief on't was, thoſe Paſſive- 
Obedience Men had forgot their Text, and inſtead of being a Pre- 
cedent to us ro ſuffer, they firſt kick d up the Heel againſt him, and 
drave him to a Condition far more to be dreaded by one of Rope, 
wi I . 20 J ir 0 : 00 


* 
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Blood than ¶ Death.] By which they plainly ſhewed us, what the 
meant by Paſſive-Obegience 3+ that is to ſay, that all that o | 
ord, Prov. their Intereſt, from the higheſt to the loweſt, ſhould fubmir to 
an looketh Ythem, and ſuffer what they think good to inflict. I hope no 

N crowned Head will ever truſt thoſe Paſſive-Obedience-Men more, 
eſtly con . for his fake. They are almoſt got to the ſame Text again; but 
d ſee the Þ who knows what they mean, or how to truſt em, fince they can't 
th Pilate ¶ ſay more on that Subject than they have done, nor do leſs, or ra- 
ther ſuffer leſs? N N SK 
with our Or if at any time they happen'd to turn over the Leaf, to a new 
ith-given ¶ Subject, it was uſually to cry up their excellent Conſtitution, or 
between to cry down all ſuch as dare depart from them. Upon theſe lofty 
ere to be | Topicks they ſpent moſt of their Time, he that came hungering 
p a De. for Chriſt might ſtarve for all them. Some time at a great chance 
mſtances | you might hear of Chriſt, but as it was ſeldom, ſo it was in ſueh a 
tend no general way, that the moſt ſecure Sinner might go as he came. 
and, and They always took care (to give em their due) not to grieve their 


£ be? We 
ike all for 


Debate; Hearers, or to diſturb the Peace of their Mind. Never, that I re- 
[ Lower} member, did I hear of the Work of the Spirit, unleſs to attribute 
of Mo- Wit to the Creature, or elſe to ridicule it. Regeneration Faith and 
Trifles, NConverſion, were ſcarce ever heard of; and upon e whole, I 
er thoſe Fnuſt confeſs, I could ſooner join in their Common Prayer, than 
that in Wit under ſuch dark and lifeleſs Preaching, if I may call it Preach- 


ging. 


7e want As for our own Preaching, let Men hear and judge. This I 


Preach- W have obſerv'd, none ſpeak ſo much againſt us, as thoſe that never 
of illi- heard us. Seldom have we had any gone from us to them, but 
„ while many have come from them to us, bleſſing God that ever their 
will die Eyes were opened: or if at any time, any have happen'd to go 
from us to them, it hath uſually been for Ad vantage, or to have 
ference the more Freedom to ſin; and never did I know any the better for 
whom going, but many the worſe. | 
t had | WF This PU ſay as to our Preaching, many of us do all we can to 
rant of ex alt Chrift, and to magnifie the Riches of Free Grace, thro' the 
tion of {EF Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. We preach up the Neceſſity of Regene- 
e- Obe- ration, Faith and Repentance, and every other Duty in its place, 


ere to and the Neceſſity of the Spirir's powerful and free Agency to do all 
g. O theſe. We preach up Original Sin as the Spring of | 
ars. of all the actual Sins committed in the World; and in Rom. 5. 12. 
nce of ſbort, we preach far more agreeably to the 39 Arti- 

im for cles, as to the principal Doctrines contained therein, than they do 
igher! from whom we diſſent; and tho' we are called Diſſentess, yet they 
in the more properly are the Men: We diſſent from the Place, they from 


1e the the Doctrine; and which are worſt, judge ye. FI, 
le his But ſome may ſay, how is it likely your Miniſters ſhould preach, 
live- who have but little or no Learning? I may retaliate in the Words 
Pre- of the Apoſtle, Rom. 10. 15. And how ſhall they preach except they 
„and be ſent? As to Learning, we are like others, ſome have more, and 


Royal lome leſs; but we have found by Experience, that the greateſt 
: 1 | Scholars 


3 c 
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Scholars are not always the beſt Preachers. The Knowledge of N now 
Chriſt is to me the moſt valuable Qualification to make a Mini- niſter 
fer We have a due Reſpect to Learning, and a competent Share ¶ Grac 
among us, and that ſome. have of late found to their everlaſting er in 
Shame z but we don't idolize Learning ſo, as for its ſake to over=- not 5 
look what. is more valuable and neceſſary, having often found, Praye 
that Learning without Grace makes Men but Tools for the Devil: ¶ Doo 
The Truth has neyer met with greater Oppoſition than from learn-: ¶ not e 
ed Men. believe the World doth not produce greater Wicked- or ſo 
neſs than is now to be found in the Univerſities; and how fuch want 
ſhould: preach Chriſt that never knew him; yea that are open Ene ¶ a Bo 
mies againſt him, is a Queſtion hard to be reſol ves. 
But may they ſay, You have ſome unlearned Men, how ſhould I ay; 
theſe preach.? To which Ianſwer, As ſome who are great Scho- 
lars, are poor Preachers; ſo thoſe who have but little Learning, 
may be good Preachers. Preaching is certainly God's Gift, and he 
may give it to whom be will. Saith Chriſt, Mat. 1 1. 25. I than 
zhee; O Fat ber, Lord of Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou haſt hid 
theſe Things from the Wiſe and Prudent, ' and haſt, revealed them unto 
Babes: And adds, Ver. 26. Even ſo Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in 
thy ſight. And ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor, 1. 21. For after that in the 
Viſdom of God, the World by Wiſdom knew. not God, it pleaſed G 
hy the Fooliſbneſs of Preaching to ſave them that believe; that is, by 
fuch Preaching as the Learned World counted Fooliſhnels. And 
I think, that Preaching is to be moſt valued, which God moſt 6. 
owns and bleſſes, let the Inſtrument be what be will. If any of 
our Miniſters are wanting in Learning, that Defect is oft over and 
above made up in Eminency of Grace and Holineſs; and if one 
of thoſe muſt be wanting, and they don't often meet together, we 
think we had better be wanting as to ſome meaſure of Learning, 
than in the Grace of God; and had rather ſit and hear a plain 
Heart- affecting Diſcourſe of a crucified Jeſus, than a Lecture out 
of Ariſtotle or Thomas Aquinas. We value thoſe Diſcourſes moſt 
that come from the Heart, tho* they may not be garniſhed: with 
ſuch Eloquence as ſome may. | Saga ic 15 og il 
The fifth Part of the ſuppoſed Objection is this, that we want 
Uniformity in Worſhip ; we have no ſtinted Forms of Prayer, as 
they have, but take Liberty to expreſs our Minds to God as we 


WA will. 13S 
LE To this I anſwer, and for full Satisfaction in this Matter do re- 
ſ fer the Reader to that excellent Book lately put out by Mr. Robinſon, 


againſt Mr. Bennet, who deſerves the Publick Thanks of the 
whole Body of the Diſſenters, for his good Service, in vindicating 
the Truth, at the Coſt of ſuch hard Study, and for abating the 
Pride of ſuch a haughty Adverſary, who before was always nib- 
bling at one or other of the Diſſenters, but I believe has enough of 
em now. | | * 
How far Forms of Prayer may be lawful, or expedient to ſuch 


as have no better Help, and that are private Perſons, I ſhall not 
1 now 
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wledge of H now determine, as not material to the Point in hand; but for Mi- 
& a Mini. niſters to be thus muzzled, who are to be Men of the greateſt 
ent Share Grace and Abilities, ſeems to be unreaſonable.- I look upon Pray- 
verlaſting er in 2 ſpiritual manner to be more than moſt take it to be, and is 
- tO over-¶ not a Reading a Prayer, dr a Saying a Prayer, but a Praying a 
en found, Prayer, as Elias did, Jam. 5. 17. Should a Beggar come to my 
he Devil; Door, and pluck out a Book to read over his Condition, I ſhould 
am learn- not only refuſe to give him, but ſnould conclude him a Hypoerite, 
Wicked- or ſomething worle, if poſſible. He that knows his Wants, will not 
ow ſuch N want a Book of Remembrance: You need not give a ſtarving Man 
pen Ene? a Book to remember he is hungry, nor a condemn'd Man a Book-to 
put him in mind that he muſt die. But how is it likely, lome may 
w- ſhould ſay,” that any ſhould expreſs themſelves to God in ſuch {uitable 
at Scho- Words, as when the Prayer is ſtudied, and wrote before him. To 
earning, ¶ this Lanſwer, God doth not fo much regard the Language as the 


z and he W Heart. And further, whether ſuch as have compoſed Forms of 
1 thank Prayer, have always wrote good Senſe, let him that underſtands 

haſt bid read and judge. * | WEE | 

em: unto Obj. Did not Chriſt teach his Diſciples a Frm of Prayer? Mar. 

good in M6. 9. After this manner therefore pray ye; Our Father, ce. 

af in the Anſw. Tho? I am far from thinking it unlawful for Believers, to 


ſed God iſe that Prayer, yet I can ſee no Reaſon to think that Chriſt de- 
t is, by Wi igned that as a ſtinted Form; not only becauſe of the great Diffe- 
„ And rence there js in that Prayer, as you may ſee by comparing Mat. 
d moſt 6. 9. &c. with Luke 11. 2. c. but alſo becauſe neither Chriſt nor 
F any of nis Diſciples did at any time after that, uſe it as a Form, that we 
ver and Knowof. We read frequently of Chriſt's praying after that, but 


if one never of his ufing that Prayer. Nor do we read of his Diſciples 
ler, we uſing it, which doubtleſs they would have done, had they under- 
arning, ¶ nood it as a Form; it ſeems evident, Chriſt only gave it as 2 gene- 
a plain ¶ ral Rule, that all our Petitions ſhould be reduced to ſome of thoſe 
are out general Heads. | | 

s moſt WE But if after all, this muſt needs go for a ſtrict Form of Prayer; 
d with wonder how ſuch as believe this, dare make any other Forms ? 


What an Affront do ſuch put upon Chriſt, as if they knew better 
how to make Prayers than he did! Such do, as it were, ſay, Lord, 
thou haſt left us a Form of Prayer, but we don't think it ſufficient, 
Hand therefore we muſt add many more; and by the way, if they, 
notwithſlanding this ſuppoſed Form, have taken Liberty, and 
do re- daily do, as Occaſion requires, to compoſe new Prayers, and ſuch 
inſon, as we have not a Word of in Seripture in any Form; why may 
F the not we ule the ſame Freedom? Their Prayers were at firſt com po- 


cating ſed by Men, and that's the worſt they can ſay by ours. Biſhops | 


2 Want 
yer, as 
as we 


ng the compoled theirs, and our Biſhops compole their own. So that till 
s nib. we can fee it proved from Scripture, not only that the Lord's Pray- 
gh of er was deſigned as a Form, but that they have more Power given 


them to compoſe new Prayers than we have, we ſhall never be con- 


\ ſuch vinced that we are gone out of the right way; fince the Apoſtle 
11 not tells us, 1 Or. 12. 9. The Manifeſtation of the Spirit 3s given to every 
now WH Man to profit withal, | But 


46 Diſſenters no Schiſmaticks 5. | 

But that which I diſlike more than Forms of Prayer is tha muc 
Spirit of Biiterneſs which I find in many, not only againſt us, but get 
even againſt all Praying by the ſpecial Aſſiſtance of the Sprit of dral 


[7 a God, as is to be ſeen in the Works of Dr. South, Sc. Times have] ly tl 
5 been when ſuch Books would have been burnt by the Common] The 
1 Hangman. Thoſe poor lame Cripples not only make uſe off beca 


Crutches themſelves, but ſeem greatly enraged that the whole 20. 
World is not as bad as they are. But fince ſo much has been] ſhe, 
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1 wrote on this Head, that never yet was anſwered, nor ever will] v. 2! 
Wi: be, I'll add no more, but only a Paſſage I knew to be true; and it hi 
1 ſeems in favour of ſuch publick Minifters, that none may think with 
13 them unable to pray without Forms, tho' they uſe them; for I love Tem 
15 to give every Man his due. AX "oj pret 
117 A Diſſenting Friend and Acquaintance of mine, in a Journey, s 
1 fell in Company with a Clergy-man, whom I alſo well knew. Af eve 
1 ter a while they diſcourſed on Forms of publick Prayer, whether A4. 
165 lawful and expedient. The Parſon was zealous for em, the Diſ- How 
14 ſenter as zealous againſt em. The Parſon told him, it was not for of G 
| [7 want of Abilities to Pray ex tempore, that they made uſe of Forms; | with 
A $4 but they prefefred theſe Forms before ſuch Praying. The Difſen- | then 
WF ter was ſo bold as to put a Quære upon his Abilities for ſuch a and 
13 Work, which put the Parſon into ſuch a Heat, that he challenged Chr 


war him to pray with him for Twenty Shillings 5 but the Diſſenter, tho 5. 1 
\.. 1: a Man of quick Parts and good Learning, dare not anſwer the Nav 
1 Challenge, and ſo the Parſon went away triumphing. From him 
WF which couragious Act you may ſee what ſome Men can do if they . B 
1 would; and what Pity is it that ſuch Men ſhould not have free Li- | Dig! 
. berty to exerciſe their Gifts, who dare venture ſo much Money up- Sin 

1  Sixthly, It may be objected, we want Charity, we are a Com- wÞi 
pany of cenſorious People, that are for judging Mens States. A I we 
Man can't be drunk, nor ſwear, but he is called to account; tene 
S's whereas others are for putting a more favourable Conſtruction on not 
Wy ſuch human Infirmities, and don't preſently unchriſtian Men for Wil 
T4: ſuch Things as theſe. But to this I anſwer, We think we may | 
udge of a Tree by its Fruits. We 1 profane the Lord's aft 

mh upper, by giving it to every profligate Wretch upon a dying Bed; it 
1 bur this I hope we can ſay, we have as much Charity as the Word lier 
WY of God allows, and ſomething more for them from whom we dil- 


ſent, than they ſeem to have for us; for ſome of them ſentence us | had 


MP all to Hell by Wholeſale; others, O unmerciful Men ! [leave us the) 
Wil | there] which ſounds as if they themſelves came from thence; thot 
£1178 while we hope well of many of them, and make a Difference be- Pla 
WE: tween the Precious and the Vile. and 


Bt Laſtly, And that which I believe to many, is more than all the ; 
Lk. reſt, they don't approve of the Place we preach in. What; Barns ! 2 
| To this I anſwer, Thoſe that don't like our Places of Worſhip, let | 0. 
= them help us to better. Mean time we value the Place for the 
80's Doctrine lake, and not the Doctrine for the Place ſake 5 and had 18 
my - | much 
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18. 20. For where two or three are gathered together in my Name, 
F 


er, diſſenting Churches Orthodox. 4.1 
much rather hear the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, in a Barn, if we can't 
get a more convenient Place, than to hear Errors in a ſtately Cathe- 
dral ; and think it no Shame to preach in ſuch Places, as not on- 
ly the Apoſtles, but even Chriſt himſelf preached in before us. 
The Woman of Samaria did not care for hearing Chriſt himſelf, 
becauſe ſhe did not like the Place. Saith Chriſt to her, John 4. 
20. Ie g Lag know not what; We know what we worſhip. Saitn 
ſhe, v. 20. Our Fathers worſhipped in thu Mountain. Saith Chriſt, 
v. 21. Woman, believe me, the Hour cometh, when ye ſball neither in 
this Mountain, nor yet at Jeruſalem, "worſhip the Father, that is, 
with reſpe& to Places, tho Jeruſalem was the Place where the 
Temple flood, which I take to have been as holy as any of their 
pretended conſecrated Places, they themſelves being ſudges 

Thus the Apoſtles, 4#s 5. 42. And daily: in the Temple, and in 


every Houſe, they ceaſed not to teach, and to preach Jeſus Chriſt, So 


Ads 28. 29, 30. And Paul dwelt two whole Years in h own'hired 


Houſe, and received all that came in unto him, picaching the Kingdom 


of God, and teaching thoſe things which concern the Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
with all Confidence, no Man Porbidding bim. Tho' they were Hea- 


thens, yet they did not forbid bim to preach in his own Houle ;' 


and yet we never read that it was conſecrated or licenſed. Thus 


| Chriſt preach'd out of a Ship, Mat. 13. 2, 3. On a Mountain, Mat. 
5. 1, 2. But perhaps ſome will ſay, had we been there we would 

have taught him better things, or who would might have heard 

him for all us. | "> l e rr 
But if yet they muſt be Schiſmaticks that preach out of theſe 
high Places, how will even ſome of them be free from the ſame 
Bin ? for *tis well known, that at Sur bridge-Fair, near GCambiidge, 
they preach two Sabbath Days in a Year, and twice a Day too, 
which is more than ordinary, in the plow'd Field, ſub dio. Now 


I would aſk, Is that conſecrated Ground ? and how far it doth ex- 
tend? Is all that Field holy? if ſo, O happy Purchaſer | He need 


not fear wanting a Crop, without Dunging, fince its Conſecration 


will do for all. | 


But if it is anſwer'd, Such Places were choſen pro re nata, as Oc- 
caſion required, ſo were our Meeting-houſes; and I am perſwaded, 
it will puzzle the wiſeſt of them to prove their publick Places ho- 
lier than ours. For who gave them a Power above all others to con- 
lecrate Places? The Pope tells us, if we will believe him, he has 


had this Power long before them; and why may not we as well as 
they? But if, beyond all Contradiction, no Places are holy like 
thoſe, what pity it is the Company is no more ſuitable to the 
Place ? A holy Houſe, a holy Pulpit, a holy Deſk for the Clark, 
and holy Seats, (for I ſuppoſe they are all alike) and unholy Preach- 
ers, and profane Hearers, are incongruous, Moſes was not ſuffer'd 
to keep on his dirty Shoes upon holy Ground, Exod. 3.5. In a 
word, I ſhall never be out of liking with our Meeting-Houſes, if 
but in good Repair, ſo long as that Text is in my Bible, Aar. 
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zbere am I in the midſt of them. I think it much better to be where 
Chriſt is, tho* the Place is, not holy, than to be in a pretended holy 
Place, where Chriſt is a Stranger. | 
So that upon the whole, tho? I cannot deny, but that the publick 
way of Worſhip is the beſt in ſome Reſpects to live in, as it is moſt 
_ Profitable to Preachers, and moſt agreeable to carnal Hearers, who 
don't love to have their Conſgiences diſquieted, or to be at any 
more Charge for their Souls than needs muſt, and who always love 
that Preaching beſi-that colts them leaſt: yet I take the Diſſenting 
way of Worſhip to be the beſt to die in, as that which is moſt a- 
greeable to the Word of God, moſt profitable to the Soul, moſt 


Iuited to a rene wed Nature, and which affords the ſweeteſt Peace at 


Death, ro ſuch as have been fincere therein. I have often obſerved, 
that ſuch as never regarded us or our way of Worſhip while in 
Health, have ſent for us to pray for them when at the Point of 
Death; ſhewing thereby a Deſire to die the Death of the Righte- 
ous; and was it not for that Opiate of Bread and Wine, ſo frequent- 
iy given (inſtead of the extream Unction) to the worft of Men 
when near Death, we might chance to hear oftener from them on 
this account than we do. | E 

But if after all that I have ſaid, we muſt ſtill be branded and in- 


humaneiy treated as Schiſmaticks, by ſuch as can more eafily knock 


aut our Brains than confute our Arguments, (for you muſt know, 
ſome: Men are better at Quarter-Staff- than at Diſputation) I hope 


my Diſſenting Brethren will be in nothing terrified by ſuch Adverſa- 


ries,” but will comfortably commit their Cauſe to God, (who hath 
Power to cruſh them, as well as Wiſdom to confound them) 
who takes what is done againſt his People as done againſt himſelf, 
and who ſeldom ſuffers the ill Treatment of his People to go long 
untequited even in: this Life, but hath reproved Kings for their 

akes. Pharoah evilly treated the poor T/raelites, ordered all their 
Male Children to be murdered 3 when God prevented that, he re- 
folved to afflict them; by this means they were made to cry to God, 


who ſoon came down in a miraculous manner 20 help them; drown- 


ed him and his numerous Hoſt in the Red-ſea, while the Tſraelites 
ſtood triumphing on the Shore; and there was an end of him. 

- Fhaſuerus allo, infligated by a wicked Haman, decrees the De- 
Nruction of the Jews, Eſther 3; 12, 13. but what got they by it? 
Haman and his Ten Sons were all hanged, the Jews were deliver- 
ed; and tis ſaid, Chap. 9. 5. They did what they would with thoſe 
that hated them. | | 

Again, Dan. 3. we read how Nebuchadnezzar put forth a firy 
Edict againſt all that would not worſhip the Idol he had ſet up, at 
the hearing the ſound of the Cornet, Flute, &. (from whence J ob- 
ſerve, that Idol worſhip and Muſick were wont to go together) 
by this means the three Children were caſt into the burning fiery Fu- 
nace; the Son of God appeared among them, and miraculoully 
delivered them; the Flames flew the mighty Men that took up Sha- 
drach, Meſhach, and Abednego, and God turned him out among 
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the Beaſts to ent Graſi at Oxth, as a warning to all Perſecutors to 
the end of the World. PE Fs : , 
Beſſbaazar, his Son, goes on in his Steps, takes no warning tho? 


he had ſeen his Father depoſed, and driven from among Men, but 


plunders the Houſe of God, fills the ſacred Veſſels with Wine, 
gets his Whores about him, and now begins to hug himſelf, (while 
the poor*Jews ſtood mourning to ſee thoſe ſacred Veſſels put to 
ſuch a prophane uſe,) but the Miſchief on't was, the ſame hour 
appears a hand-writing on the Wall which ſpoiled all his Mirth, 
and made his trembling Joynts to ſmite one againſt another 5 while 
thereby he was made'to know that his Kingdom was divided, and 
that he was a grand Hypocrite, and tho' he was forced to ſend for 
Daniel to interpret the Writing, yet by ng means could the Decree 
be reverſed, for in that Night was Bel ſhazzar ſlain. 

Darius ſucceeds him (a Generation of wicked Men) he ſigns a 


Decree to put any one to Death that ſhould pray to the true God for 


Thirty-Days. Daniel knowing that the Decree was ſigned, (as no- 
thing moved thereby) goes into his Chamber and prays, and gives 


Thanks to his God as he did aforetime; for this he is cait unto the 


Lions, but God fhur their Mouths. Daniel is delivered, and his 
Accuſers are devoured, Chap. 6. 
Once more, A#s 12. you read how Herod killed James, impriſon- 


ed Peter, &c. but when in the height of his Glory, the Angel 


ſtrikes him dead, he ſtank above Ground; for he was firſt eaten of 
the Worms, and then gave up the Ghoſt. | 

Thus you ſee what care God takes of his People; the Gates of 
Hell cannot finally prevail againit the true Church of Chriſt ; it 
may be like a Buſh on Fire, bur cannot be conſumed. That which 
Men deſign for the Ruin of the Intereſt of Chriſt, is oft made to 
end in their own overthrow, and in the advancement of his Inte- 
reſt. The more the '1/ſraelites were afflicted, the more they grew + 
and increaſed. Let us ſtand till, and fee the Salvation of the 
Lord. He ſeems to be about fome great Work on the Earth ; the 
Iniquity of the Amorites ſeems full. Let God alone, he can till 
deal with his Enemies; his Arm is not ſhortned that he cannot 
lave, not his Love abated that he will not; he loves to ſurpize his 
Enemies, and to bring their Deſolation from afar ; and to work out 
deliverance for his People when leaſt lookt for. *Tis but a vain 
Thing for Kings and Rulers (as great as they are) to ſet themſelves 
againſt the Lord, and againſt his Anointed, He that fitteth in the 
Heaven Gall laugh, the Lord ſhall have them in Deriſion, Plal. 2. 1, 2, 4. 

The Nation ſeems weary of the Goſpel, they are taking away 
the Key of Knowledge; they will not enter into Heaven themſelves, 
and thoſe that are entring in they hinder, Luke tx. 52. But as Chriſt 
then denounced a Woe againſt ſuch, ſo no doubt but he will execute 
IT, b ä : 

The Diſſenters have none to flee to but God for Protection. We 
have been openly and violently oppoſed, yea oppreſſed by one Side, 
and as often betrayed by the other Side. Both Parties ſeem to a- 

| = 4 | Fee, 


1 —— 


8 —— =.” 3 


A > 


. 
————— ͤ—— . f ̃ ² N V —— 
— wi 2 N 


— 


Saks. 


44 *  Diſſenters n0'S:hiſmaticks ;. + 

, gree, yea, to rejoyce in our Ruin, Like Pilate and Herod, who 
tho” they had been at Enmity between themſelyes, yet joined as 
Friends to deſtroy Chriſt; Luke 23. 12. I wiſh the Diſſenters of 
all Perſwaſions were but as wiſe to ſecure” themſelves. Should 
thoſe that have perſecuted us, or flattered and betray'd'us, be for. 
ced again to confels their Faults, like Judas, I have betrayed Inno- 


cent Blood; hope we ſhall by one conſent leave them to his Fate, 


and ſay, What is that to us? ſee ye to that. (Thoſe that have ſhewn 
no Pity to us, I hope will find as little help from us in their need. 
They that never thought us worthy to bear any Military Office to 
ſecure our ſe]ves in time of their Proſperity, I hope will never find 
us fuch Fools as to lift our ſelves as Foot-Soldiers, to ſtop the Ca- 
non- balls to ſecure them in Adverſity, while we like Uriah are ſet 
in the front of the Battle. e he N 5 

Should ever Popery it ſelf prevail, which God forbid, I think 
we need not fear much harder Treatment than we have had from 
ſome nominal Proteſtants. King James (whom we ſo much dread- 
ed) mercifully took off the Yoke that theſe Men put on; he proved 
much better to us than we expected, and thoſe much worſe. The 
moſt we can expect from ſome Proteſtants if we flee to them for 
ſheiter, (yea, tho' we endeavour to ſhelter them) is to reap the 
benefit of that Petition in their Prayer, from ſudden Death good 
Lord deliver us: nor are we ſure of that, fince *cis ſaid, God hear- 


eth not Sinners. But if we muſt die, we had as good die ſudden- 


19. as die a lingering Death: As good be burnt at a Stake by Pa- 
pilts, as for us and our Families to be ſtarved to Death by Fines 
and Impriſonment. Lam. 4. 9. They that be ſlain with the Sword, 
are better than they that are ſlain. with Hunger; for thoſe pine away, 
We had better at once be ſent home to our Father's Houſe (where 


we are {ure to have kind Entertainment) than again to be baniſhed. 


five Miles from our own Dwellings: © Paul was ſuffer&d to d wel! 
two Years quietly in his own hired Houſe, and to preach the Gol- 
pel, tho' among Heathens; while we have been forbid to dwell 
even in the Houſes that were our own, when they had ſilenced 
us; and all this by Proteſtants, We have ſeen and felt the Cruelty 
of thofe, while we have only heard of the Cruelty of the Papiſis, 
If we ſit ſtill we certainly die gradually, if we fall into the Hands 
of Papiſts we can but die, (and peradventure they may keep us a- 
live, and the rather, becauſe we have neither Livings nor Abby- 
Lands to loſe) and methinks it ſeems more defirable tb die by the 
Hands of profeſſed Enemies, than to be betray'd to Death by 2 
kiſs'from falſe and flattering Friends. What kindnels Papiſts will 
ow us I know not, nor will I ever try, ſo long as I. can help it. 
I know they have reaſon to pity us, we having ſuffered ſo long un- 
der the ſame Laws with them: But this I am confident of, that 
had we laid them under the ſame Obligations, by our Tongues, by 
our Pens, by our Hands, and by our Purſes, that we have laid 
ame Proteſtants, I fhould have thought our Lives, our Liberties, 
our Subſtance, and all that is dear to us, much ſafer in their _—_ 
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| or, diſſenting Churches Orthodox, 4 
than in the Hands of theſe Men, that have given ſuch full Proofs 
that they never love nor value us, but when they apprehend ſome 
apparent Danger, that they cannot live without us. 

The Diſſenters, what have they done to deſerve ſuch Treat- 
ment? Foreigners, when they hear what We ſuffer, will certain- 
Jy conelude, that either we or our Perſecutors are Monfters of Men 3 
we, to deſerve what we ſufferz or they, thus to deal with us with- 
out 2 Cauſe. But when Matters come to be duly examined, it 
will be found, that we hold one Lord, one Faith, dne Baptiſm 
with them. We diſturb the Peace neither of Chureh nor State: 
We ſubmit to our Governors, and chearfully help to ſupport. the 
Government. I hear of but one Fault charged on us (and tis 
| - Hard that all the World muſt hear of that) and that is, we are 
Schiſmaticks; but what Schiſm is, the World are not yet informed. 
This is that we are condemned for, but they have not found time 
to try us as yet, whether guilty ox not guilty; if it is for diſſenting 
from the National Eſtabliſhment, I wiſh they do not ſoon fall foul 
of their dear Brethren, the Non-jurors in Scotland; who can 
be no leſs guilty there than we are here, but, whiſh, they love them 
too well. i | | 

To ſpeak plain Engliſh, I believe they thus treat us for the ſame 
Cauſe, that wicked Cain ſlew Abel his Brother ; x John 3.12, And 
zherefore flew he him? becaufe bu own Works were wicked, and his 

Brother's righteous. But as his innocent Blood cried from the 
| Ground, till his Brother was curſed from the Earth, and made to 
wander as a Fugitive and a Vagabond, with a dreadful Mark of 

God's juſt Diſpleaſure ; ſo God has ſtill his Arrows ordained a- 

gainſt Perſecutors. Or if any other Reaſon can be aſligned, per- 
haps it is, becaufe they are reſolved to do as much Miſchief as 
they can in a ſhort time. Tis ſaid, -Rev. 12. 12. The Devil is 
eme down unto you, having great Wrath, becauſe he knoweth 
that be hath but a ſhort time. The Diſſenters ſeem to be ſingled out 

for Deſtruction, if God doth not wonderfully appear for us, If a- 

ny Credit is to be given to the common Rumours in the Land, 
| we have Reaſon to expect greater Troubles, either from _— 

or Proteſtants, or both, than we have yet met with; but 1 

we mvſt ſuffer, I hope it will be honourably, by cleaving to the 
Lord, in Oppoſition to all Idolatrous and Superſtitious Worſhip ; 


and by a ſtedfaſt and unanimous adhereing to, and contending 


for the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hannover, as by Law eſtabliſhed, a- 
gainſt all Oppoſition, either Foreign or Domeſtick; having un- 
doubted G:ound to conclude, that as that IIluſtrious Family 
hath no Alliance with France, nor Love to a French Intereſt, 
o that no Branch of it will ever be prevailed upon by a French 
Power, tho' under the Form of Engliſh Law, to perſecute any 
for Conſcience ſake ; and that we ſhall not ſuffer as Fools, and 
bring upon ourſelves ſwift Deſttuction, in ſtrengthning of thoſe, 
by whoſe Weakreſs only we are fafe; and who have ſo often en- 


dea voured by open Violence, or ſecret Treachery, to ruin 
4 1 ; * or 
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For it can never be ſuppoſed, that God will do any great Work BY Bt 
in the World, by a confuſed Mixture of Men, of fuch different we 0 
Principles and Intereſts; or that Popery ſhould ever be fincerely guilt 
oppoſed, much leſs ſuppreſſed, by thoſe whoſe very Hearts are ſo the 
znclined to it, and whole Worſhip differs ſo very little from it z Lea 
unleſs perad venture the Power of Darkneſs eventually be weaken d, to it 
while Satan oppoſes the Devil. However, this is liker to he done to b. 
without us, than with us. We read, A4. 19. of certain vagabond J will 
Fews, Exorciſts, that took upon them to caſt out Devils, to whom yet 
the Devil anſwer'd, v. 15. Jeſus I know,” and Paul I know, but'who hat 
are ye? As if he had ſaid, I know theſe have Power over me, and 1 this 
dread them; but who gave you this Authority? And tis ſaid, © how 
2. 16. They fled out of the Houſe naked and wounded. From whence ting 
we may learn, that tho* the Devil dreads the faithful Servants of pri. 
Chriſt, yet even he himfelf will oppoſe others, when they endea · be n 
_ vour to weaken his Intereſt,” and how impoſlible is it for tuch to this 
proſper, as both God and the Devil too ſet themſelves to over- 
throw. And therefore tis our beſt way to ſeparate from them, leſt 

the Tares ſhould be ſpared for the Wheat ſake. God told Lot he 
could do nothing in the Deſtruction of that wicked Sodom, till he 

was come thence ; but as ſoon as he was come out, God ſent Fire 

and Brimſtone from Heaven and deftroy'd them, Gen. 19. 22. When 

God was about to deſtroy Korah and his Company, ſaith he, Numb, W - 
16. 20. Separate your ſelves from among this Congregation, that I may 
conſume them in a Moment, And no: ſooner was the Separation 
made, but tis ſaid, v. 32. The Earth opened her Mouth, and ſwal- 

lowed them up. © | 

Qaur dear Children (unleſs we can fend them half as far as Rome 

to be inſtructed) are like to be brought up in Ignorance; and ſo 

the more unlike to be able to make any vigorous Reſiſtance againſt 


that threatning Inundation of Popery; but that which ſhuts tlie H 
Eyes of the Children, will (I truſt) open the Eyes of the Patents, Que 
to diſcern who are our Enemies, and who are not; and effectually | Sch 
prevent us from ever being guilty of ſuch egregious Folly, as to do 1 
14 any thing directly or indirectly, for the binding that Yoke upon us, of 8 
19 which neither we nor'ofc Poſterity are able to bear; and tho? to and 
1 ſome, Ignorance is the known Mother of Devotion; the main * 


Pillar to ſupport their rotten and tottering Building; yet I can | 
fay of the Diſſenters, as Heb. 6. 9. But Beloved, we are perſwaded e 
better things of you, and things that accompany Salvation, tho we 
thus ſpeak. Tis a Sign their Works are Works of Darkneſs, that ang 
are afraid of the Light, Jobn 3. 21. But he that doth Truthcometh 
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. zo the Light, that bis Deeds may be made manifeſt that they are wrought Too 
| oi 1/8 in God, Tis oblervable, thoſe Night-birds under the Law, that In 
. could not bear the Light, were all unclean; and I can ſcarce think Cha 
| 'j they will be found among the Clean, under the Goſpel, who ſo in- 8580 
i duſtriouſly ſer themſelves to oppoſe what God therein ſo com- that 
| | Be mends, and commands, e : IDE witl 
$109 4 | | E at time 
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But however, ſo long as Gad is yet the Supream Governor, and 
we ought to obe God rather than Man; 1 hope we ſhall never be 
guilty of the Ruin of our Childrens Souls, by neglecting that which 


the Law of God and Nature does ſo oblige us to. For tis Pity that 


Learning ſhould be only lodged among ſuch as have ſo little Love 
to it, and that make ſo very little Uſe of it. As we have Reaſon 
to believe, that the preſent Learning that is among the Diſſenters 
will ſurvive ity greateſt Enemies, ſo I doubt not, but Care will 
yet be taken to tranſmit it to Poſlerity. The great Cry heretofore 
hath been, that Diſſenters were illiterate Men; ſuppoſe it ſo, was 
this a Fault or not ? if not, why have we been accuſed ? If it was, 
how great muſt their Sin be, who endeavour to prevent our get- 


ting out of that Evil, and to compel us to entail it upon our Off- 


ſpring, But if I cannot prevent the Death of Learning, but it muſt 
be made as a dead Letter; give me Leave in Love thereto to write 
this Epitaph. n e e 


Dear Learning, once ſo much renown'd, but now 
| Beneath the Stage, and Bacchus made to bow; 
And there to die, ah me] what ſhall I ſay! 

That 1 ſhould live to ſee this diſmal Day! 

To ſee thy Death, I can't but fbed a Tear i 


„ To fee thee mob'd to Death, what Heart can bear? 


Nothing our ſwelling Paſſions. can allay, 

But Hopes to ſee thy Reſurrection Day. 

When thy loſt Credit Men ball thee reſtore, 

And not diſgrace thee, or oppoſe thee mere, 
Mean while, let all the World our Sorrow fee, 
And that [we] bear the deaveſt Love to thee. | 


As I had finiſhed this Enlargement, the News came of the 
Queen's Death, it being the 1/ of Auguſt, the very Day when the 
Schiſm-Bill commenced. - | 55 . 

Thus Reader, I have given thee my free Thoughts of the Sin 
of Schiſm ; and have anlwer'd all the Obje&ions I have heard of, 
and hope we ſhall not appear ſo guilty as we have been repreſented, 
in the Eyes of thoſe that can read this without Prejudice. I hope 
I ſhall wipe off the Reproach caſt upon us, or elſe furniſh the 
weakeſt of my Diſſenting Friends with Arguments to put to filence 
Cainſayers ; or at leaſt, to ſatisfy their own Conſciences, touch- 


ing the Lawfulneſs of our Way of Worſhip 5 and that none may 


be terrified or ſhaken in Mind, by the empty Sound of ſuch noiſie 
Tools, as defire nothing more than to fet the Nation on a Flame, 

In my Judgment, nothing hath ſo expoſed ſome of us to the 
Charge of Schiſm, as this Occaſional Conformity to them from 
whom they more generally diſſent. This looks as if they thought 


that a total Separation amounted to no leſs than they are charg'd 


with; and therefore, to prevent it, make their Appearance ſomes 


times, to let 'em know theirs is not a total Separation. But ns 
makes 


* 


8Diſſenters ud Scbbiſmaticke, Kc. 
makes em but the more guilty; for who can once think, that the, 
ſeparate from them at one tine out of Conſcience, hõů̈in Cen 
ſeience at another time think themſelves bound not to ſeparate 
IF it is their Duty to join now and then, why not always? And 
if atalltimes, how is it their Duty at any time to ſepatate from 
them? Let them anſwer this that are concern d. For my Pan, F 
mould be loth to ſet up a Meeting (as well as I love them) in a 
Town where there is a Church I can join with, leſt I ſhould® ne, Wal 
ver he able to juſtify my fo doing, to God or to Man. Halting 
between two 8 hateful to God and good Men; -Saith 
Sod, x Ning, 18. 21. by his Prophet Elijah, How long halt 5e 
teen wo Opinion: F the Lord be God follow him; but if Baaly 
hen follow him, Rev. 3. 15, 16. I would thou wert cold or bot. Sau 
then, \becanſy thou art Iuke-warm, and neither cold nor hot, I i 
pue t hee out of ny r „ 55 26-5648 _ 
For any to join in Communion with a Church to qualify hims 
IH ſelf for a Place of Profit or Truſt, is certainly one of thoſe Abomi= 
nations that God hates; for as this. was not the End of its Inſtitu⸗- 
1 tion, fo it muſt needs be provoking to God, to give or receive ſo 


1 „ ſacred an Ordinance in any other Manner, or to any other End 
1 * than he hath appointed it. Tis by this Means that the Table of 
11 the Lord is grown contemptible. Tis ſad when God's Ordinan- 
1 ces are made to ſetve Mens Ends. ON 2 

11 IL am ſenſible, we live under great Diſcouragements; but F 
1 would have none of God's People go out of God's Way, but wait 


his time. God can ſoon break this Loke. I remember a Story 1 
have read in Camerarius, of a King of Egypt, who had taken four nel 
Kings Priſoners, and made them (inftead of Horſes) draw him in | 
a Chariot of Gold; as they were drawing him, one of the Kings: 
look'd back as if pleaſed; being ask d why, he anſwer'd, To ſee? 
the ſwift Motion of the Wheel; to fee that part that was mow 
uppermoſt ſo ſoon on the Ground, and that part which was of 
the Ground fo ſoon uppermoſt, We have a glorious Promiſe 9 
be fulfill'd, Zech. 14. 21. And in that Day there ſhall be no more tht. 
Canaanite in tbe Houſe: of the Lord of Hoſts. e 
Mean time I'll conclude with the Words of good Micah, Chap 
7. v. 8, 9, 10. Rejoice not againſt me, O mine Fneny when I fall "1 
ſhall ariſe : when Tfit in Darkneſs the Lord ſhall be a Light unto me. 

I will bear the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe ] have ſinned again 
Bim, until he plead my Cauſe, and execute Judgment for me : be wil 
bring me forth to the Light, and T ſhall behold his Righteouſneſs, © 

Then fhe that is mine Enemy ſhall ſee-it, and Shame ſpall cover ht 
which ſaid unto me, Where is the Lord thy God? mine Eyes ſhall be nl 
bold her : Now ſhall ſhe be trodden down'asthe' Mire of the Streets. 2 To 
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